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BOGGART HOLE CLOUGH COMMUNITY ACTION TRUST
Protecting and revitalizing Boggart Hole Clough Ancient Woodland Park
Conservation volunteers propose Boggart Hole Clough Local Nature Reserve

Lake & Island Waterbirds Sanctuary
Boggart Hole Clough Community Action Trust (BHCCAT) works in partnership with, among other individuals & organizations,
Manchester City Council (MCC), the landowner of Boggart Hole Clough (BHC).

This year, 2010, is the centenary of the opening of the Lake & Island in 1910, an
opportune time for reappraisal of this central feature of the Clough.

16.4.2008. Heron on Island Willow.
Photo courtesy Paul McCrystal.

The brick-lined Lake was designed principally for pleasure boating which ceased in the
1970s after repeated vandalism of the rowing boats. The Boathouse has since developed
into a Café. The Lake & Island have become extensively naturalized with trees
colonizing the Island in which Herons nest (1 of only 2 heronries in Manchester). Geese
& Mallards, and sometimes Swans, nest on the Island ground. Coots, Grebes &
Moorhens nest on the Lake amongst tree branches overhanging from the Island.
Goosanders & Tufted Duck regularly visit the Lake.
In effect, during the century, the Lake & Island have evolved naturally into a Waterbirds
Sanctuary which was presumably recognized by MCC & Natural England when they
declared BHC a Local Nature Reserve (LNR) in 2008.

13.11.2006. Geese & Coots on the Lake.
Island in centre background.

The Lake suffers from periodically recurring toxic blue-green algae caused by the faeces
of large numbers of Canada Geese attracted to the Lake by people feeding the birds.
This problem can be solved by installing effective signage around the Lakeside
requesting people not to feed the birds, by disrupting Canada Geese breeding on the
Island, and by establishing aquatic oxygenating plants & reed beds to filter out excessive
nutrients from the water.
These conservation measures, continuing & strengthening the benign naturalization
process, will improve the water quality & biodiversity health of the Lake & Island
making it a more attractive habitat for indigenous waterbirds potentially increasing the
already diverse variety of species (including quite rare species e.g. Great Crested &
Little Grebes) to include endangered species e.g. Bitterns. This in turn will attract more
people to the Clough appreciative of the burgeoning wildlife to be enjoyed there.
Planting Alder & Willow trees around the Lakeside (watersides being their natural
habitat) will accentuate & further enhance the Waterbirds Sanctuary.

31.5.2008. Swans on the Lake.
Island in right background.

22.8.2010. Concert outside the Lakeside
Café. Lake & Island in left background.

Circa 2009. Lake & Island.
Satellite photo courtesy Google maps.

To enable the Waterbirds Sanctuary to thrive requires restricting harmful activities e.g.
reducing people’s feeding of birds (see above), limiting boating (if reintroduced), &
confining fishing to the adjacent Fish Pond. Wildlife-friendly events are already
successful outside the Lakeside Café next to the Waterbirds Sanctuary e.g. a series of
low-amplification Summer afternoon concerts earlier this year.
Besides being a venue for wildlife-friendly arts activities / events the Lakeside Café
could also become the BHC LNR Study Centre – Lakeside Café Wildlife Centre - a
centre of birding (ornithology), pond dipping (freshwater ecology) and wider woodland
exploration (wildwood ecology) – fostering in the local community greater appreciation
of nature & participation in conserving nature.
MCC is working with BHCCAT to implement many of the above measures. We hope
they will embrace this further proposal to develop & promote the Lake & Island
primarily as a Waterbirds Sanctuary progressing the regeneration of Boggart Hole
Clough as a top quality Local Nature Reserve.
Please see our website for further BHCCAT documents re the Lake environs e.g. ‘Island
biodiversity: preliminary report’ (23.12.2006), ‘Birds injured, some fatally, by fishing
hooks & lines in BHC during 2006’ (16.3.2007), ‘Lake & Island biodiversity health
proposals’ (16.6.2008), ‘Canada geese population management 2009’ (28.12.2009),
‘Lakeside regeneration preliminary proposals’ (17.6.2010) and ‘Waterbirds Survey
2004-2009’ (survey ongoing).

Peter F. Milner, 30.9.2010: BHCCAT Lake & Island Waterbirds Sanctuary proposal
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