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Protecting and revitalizing Boggart Hole Clough Ancient Woodland Park

Lakeside regeneration preliminary proposals
Boggart Hole Clough Community Action Trust (BHCCAT) works in partnership with, among other individuals & organizations,
Manchester City Council (MCC) the landowner of Boggart Hole Clough (BHC).

Response to MCC Manchester Leisure ‘Draft BHC Lakeside Development Plan V2’ document (undated)
presented by William Eastwood (MCC North Area Parks Acting Manager) to BHCCAT Executive Committee
15.3.2010 Open Meeting. Document subsequently 6.4.2010 emailed by William to Peter Milner (BHCCAT
Secretary) who forwarded it 7.4.2010 to BHCCAT Members. Peter, as requested, typed (in red) comments,
including BHCCAT’s intention to create its own plan, into the document then 25.4.2010 returned it to William.
BHCCAT’s draft plan, outlined below, was developed through feedback from BHCCAT Members including
research work by Sarah Gorman & Steve Hamilton. Thanks to all.
Hopefully these proposals, through continuing consultation with MCC particularly Saul Mearns (MCC North
Area Parks Warden), BHCCAT Members & others, will be developed further as required and funding obtained
to carry them out.
Acknowledgements for images used: MCC (p.5: map drawing), New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation (p.3: red circle design from website), Peter Milner (pp.1, 2, 5, 7: sketchplans; pp.2, 5, 7: photos),
Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts (p.5: paintings from website), Salix River & Wetland Services Ltd (p.2: photo
from website), W.B.White Foundry Ltd (p.7: oval photo from website).
Sketchplan 1 (left) shows general area under consideration. These
proposals are concerned mainly with the outer Lake perimeter area.
BHCCAT intends preparing a separate document re biodiversity
regeneration proposals for the Island.
Also not considered in this document: e.g. the Fish Pond (managed by
MCC & King William IV Angling Society) and ideas to remove or
extend railings in front of the Boathouse Café and relocate the slipway.
The 8 sketchplans in this paper are only approximately to scale.

Our objective: to improve the biodiversity health of the Lakeside which will attract
visitors appreciative of the consequent burgeoning wildlife to be enjoyed there.
We propose 3 general actions:
1. Improve water quality with reed fringe etc … pages 2 – 3,
2. Replace felled trees with appropriate tree species … pages 4 – 5,
3. Replace decrepit railings with bollards with bird finials … pages 6 – 7.
Please see further BHCCAT documents re the Lake environs on our website e.g. ‘Lake & Island biodiversity
health proposals’ (16.6.2008), ‘Canada geese population management 2009’ (28.12.2009) and ‘Waterbirds
Survey 2004-2009’ (survey ongoing).
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1. Improve water quality with reed fringe etc
Problem
Lake’s periodically recurring toxic blue-green algae
(Cyanobacteria) caused by:
1

Excessive richness of nutrients (Eutrophication)
caused by:

1.1

Droppings from large population of Canada geese.

Solution
Create healthy natural freshwater habitat.

Reduce Canada geese numbers.

Large population of Canada geese caused by:
1.1.1

People throwing food to waterbirds attracts Canada
geese.

Improve signage requesting people not to feed the
waterbirds. See proposed sign – page 3.

1.1.2

Canada geese breeding on the Island.

1.2

Lack of aquatic plants to filter nutrients from water.

Continue annually (April) oiling Canada geese eggs
with liquid paraffin BP to prevent hatching.
Establish reed fringe to filter nutrients from water.

2

Lack of oxygen in the water.

Establish submerged oxygenating plants alongside
reed fringe.

3

Lack of zooplankton, e.g. water fleas, to feed on
(thereby reducing) blue-green algae.

Reed fringe establishment also provides habitat for
zooplankton.

4

Fish predation preventing growth of zooplankton &
submerged oxygenating plants.

Remove fish from Lake to Fish Pond.

10.6.2010. BHC Lake perimeter, west side.

Sketchplan 2. Proposed reed fringe. Minimum 3 feet wide
perhaps widening to 9 feet at west side of Lake and 12 feet
wide where Fish Pond overflows into Lake.
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From 7.2.2010 web page of Salix River & Wetland Services
Ltd, Swansea: “Salix have been successfully creating areas of
reed bed on the main Mill Pond [Pembroke Castle] using a
bioengineering retaining structure to hold dredged fill to
create shallow planting ledges. Coir pallets with mature
established Common Reed (Phragmites australis) were
installed on the new ledges to ensure that the reed is
successfully established... Reed ledge after 6 months growth
[photo above]... certain areas [of the Mill Pond] are prone to
the build up of a blue-green algae known as phormidium…
the areas of reed beds will help address the problem… the
reed beds will increase the biodiversity on the ponds and give
visitors opportunities to observe the more abundant wildlife at
close quarters. The creation of the reed beds will contribute to
Pembroke Biodiversity Action Plan targets…”
A quote has been obtained from Salix; however, various
matters, e.g. width of reed fringe, yet to be agreed.
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The logos of Manchester City Council & Natural England appear at the bottom of this proposed sign in hopeful
anticipation of their support for displaying the sign around the Lakeside.
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2. Replace felled trees with appropriate tree species
See Sketchplan 3 (p.5) re ‘Areas’ referred to in table below.
Problem

Solution

Lakeside promenade now looks bare after recent tree
felling.

Plant trees appropriate for a waterside within a natural
woodland setting (Areas A, D, E, F, G, H).

MCC ‘V2’ doc (see p.1) proposes replacing felled trees
with “native fruit & nut species” of tree. However, the
‘BHC Biodiversity Management Plan’ (Ecology Services
UK Ltd, 2007) states, page 16: “The greatest benefit to
biodiversity at BHC would be to manage all woodland so
that it maintains or develops characteristics of locally
native semi-natural woodland. This is particularly
important as the site has been identified as an Ancient
Woodland site…”

Plant endangered / rare varieties of fruit trees of local
provenance; consider helping to preserve these varieties
as supplementary conservation function of BHC as a
Local Nature Reserve. Keep numbers limited & confined
(Areas B, C) to maintain integrity of Ancient Semi
Natural Woodland. Dates of original cultivation of
presently rare fruit tree varieties are in brackets below.

Area A: 15 Manchester Poplars felled 2007 leaving Area
treeless (see MCC drawing, p.5).

Area A: Re-establish original distinctive sweep of trees
(once formed by Manchester Poplars, see photo, p.5) by
planting line of 15 White Willows (see p.5), a species
already growing in the Clough. Watersides are natural
preferred habitat of Willows.
Willow bark fallen into water can help suppress bluegreen algae (‘Problem pond plants – managing algae,
duckweed & other floating plants’, Ponds Conservation
Trust, 2001).

Areas B, C, D: Sycamores & Ash felled January &
February 2010 leaving Areas treeless.

Area B: Plant 11 Pear trees e.g. Hessle (1827, Yorkshire),
Jargonelle (1629, England) – both dessert/table varieties
which can be eaten straight from the tree.
Area C: Plant 11 Apple trees e.g. Acklam Russet (1768,
Yorkshire), Ribston Pippin (1707, Yorkshire) – both
dessert/table varieties which can be eaten straight from
the tree, Proctor’s Seedling (1934, Lancashire) - a
cooking apple.
Area D: Plant 9 Common Alders (see page 5), a species
already growing in Clough. Watersides are natural
preferred habitat of Alders.

Area E: Sycamores & Ash felled January & February
2010 leaving 4 Hawthorns, 4 Oaks & 1 Whitebeam.

Area E: Plant more Hawthorns & Oaks to complement
trees of these species growing here.

Area F: Sycamores & Ash felled January & February
2010 leaving Area treeless.

Area F: Narrow area overshadowed by mature trees
behind – keep bare of trees ?

Area G: Sycamores felled January & February 2010
leaving 2 Hawthorns, 4 Silver Birch, 3 White Willows.

Area G: Plant 2 White Willows & 6 Hawthorns to
complement trees of these species growing here.

Area H: 16 Manchester Poplars felled 2007 (see MCC
drawing, p.5) leaving 3 Hawthorns, 2 Oaks, 2 Silver birch,
6 Sycamores. Excludes trees of impaired growth
entangled in railings.

Area H: Plant 3 Crab apple & 2 Wild pear trees (see p.5).
Perhaps the 6 Sycamores, over abundant in the Clough,
should be felled.
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MCC Manchester Engineering Design Consultancy Landscape
Practice: Drawing 32716.04.05, BHC Manchester Poplars,
Nov 2006. Published courtesy of MCC.

Sketchplan 3. Areas under consideration delineated A to H – see p.4.

10.2.2007. Manchester Poplars – Area A.

Sketchplan 4. Remaining trees within Areas A to H – see p.4.
White willow or saugh (Salix Alba).
Silvery white leaves. Grows 30-90
feet high. Natural habitat: watersides.

Common Alder (Alnus
glutinosa Gaertner). Grows
45-75 feet high. Natural
habitat: watersides.

Crab apple or wild apple (Malus
sylvestris). Grows 20-30 feet high.
Ancestor of cultivated apple.
Small apple, edible but sour.

Wild pear (Pyrus pyraster).
Grows 35- 75 feet high.
Ancestor of cultivated pear.
Small pear, edible but hard.

Four tree images above courtesy of Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts.
Sketchplan 5. Proposed new trees within Areas A to H – see p.4.
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Prices have been obtained from R.V.Rogers Ltd, Pickering, for
cultivated rare varieties of apple & pear trees detailed on page 4.
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3. Replace decrepit railings with bollards with bird finials
Problem

Solution

Railings around Lakeside perimeter (see Sketchplan 6) are
ugly, rusty, require lot of maintenance, and restrict
movement of people & wildlife. The railings fulfill no
discernible purpose except as follows:
MCC ‘Dog Control Orders’ make it ‘an offence to fail to
keep a dog on a lead in specified areas’ – the Lakeside is
such a specified area in BHC (see BHCCAT Executive
Committee 6.6.07 Open Meeting Minutes, item 12.1).
This creates need to delineate Lakeside area so that this
Dog Control Order can be enforced.

Amend ‘Dog Control Order’ so that it is made ‘an offence
to fail to keep your dog/s under control in Boggart Hole
Clough’. This would dispense with need to delineate the
Lakeside as a ‘specified area’ and allow removal of all
Lakeside railings enabling freer movement around
(permeability), and easier access to, the Lakeside environs
for people & wildlife.
At main Lakeside entrances install bird bollards to
indicate entering BHC Local Nature Reserve Waterbirds
Sanctuary – see Sketchplan 7.
The bollards are topped with attractive semi-caricature
images of birds (sculpted & cast in iron/steel). The main
waterbirds resident at the Lake would be represented so
the bollards would facilitate identification of e.g. coots,
ducks, geese, grebes, herons, moorhens, etc.
This educational aspect, by increasing appreciation
(through identification) of the variety of waterbirds, would
help encourage people to refrain from feeding the
waterbirds (see pp.2-3).
Students from local schools & colleges could be invited to
sculpt in clay the original bird images / representations for
subsequent moulding & casting in iron/steel at a foundry
& later welding onto the tops of the bollards.

If MCC ‘Dog Control Order’ cannot be amended as
suggested (above right).

Remove railings and replace with as many bird bollards as
required to sufficiently delineate Lakeside area for
purpose of enforcing unamended ‘Dog Control Order’ –
see Sketchplan 8.
The bollards should probably be set further forward
towards the Lake promenade than the present railings
which are set back from the promenade.
Replacing railings with bollards allows freer movement
around (permeability), and easier access to, the Lakeside
environs for people & wildlife.
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10.6.2010. BHC Lakeside railings, south.
Sketchplan 6. Existing railings.

10.6.2010. BHC Lakeside railings, west.

Sketchplan 7. Preferred proposal: replace railings with bird
bollards at main Lakeside entrances.

27.4.2010. Bollards with
Mallard finials, Morecambe.

Sketchplan 8. Alternate proposal: replace railings with bird
bollards all around Lake promenade.
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Mallard finial.
Photo courtesy of
W.B.White Foundry Ltd.

The bollards in Morecambe (photo above left) were
manufactured & installed by Architectural Street Furnishings,
a division of W.B.White Foundry Ltd, Brighouse. Quotes
have been requested for similar bollards around BHC
Lakeside as outlined on page 6.
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