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FRIENDS OF BOGGART HOLE CLOUGH
Protecting our natural heritage

Waterbirds habitat damaged
at Boggart Hole Clough Local Nature Reserve

Photo 1, taken 26.4.2008.

Photo 2, taken 15.3.2016.
Photo 3, taken 24.3.2016.
Please see page 3 below for details regarding the 3 photos above, which perhaps tell their own story.
Email correspondence to date regarding FoBHC’s recent intervention to stop further damage being done to the
Island / Lake margin habitat upon which Coots, Great Crested Grebes & Moorhens depend for nesting.
A Manchester City Council officer stated “this was being undertaken as part of the Clean City Project” – see
page 4 below.
Another example of the council’s waste of public money, lack of public consultation, their incompetence &
indifference regarding the city’s biodiversity health.
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ABBREVIATIONS
MCC: Manchester City Council, landowner of Boggart Hole Clough.
LNR: Local Nature Reserve; in 2008, MCC declared Boggart Hole Clough a LNR.
GMEU: Greater Manchester Ecology Unit, local authorities’ department.
BHCCAT: Boggart Hole Clough Community Action Trust, founded in 2000.
FoBHC: Friends of Boggart Hole Clough; in 2015, FoBHC replaced the name BHCCAT.
PFM: Peter F. Milner, BHCCAT / FoBHC Acting Secretary, peterfmilner@hotmail.com
_
_

INTRODUCTION
This document sets out transcripts of email correspondence between FoBHC members / associates & MCC officers.
PFM’s emails copied to indicated number of FoBHC contacts usually including MCC Charlestown ward councillors.
If others’ emails not originally shared, PFM usually forwarded emails to some FoBHC contacts, more often than not
including MCC Charlestown ward councillors.
_
_

EDITING
To make this document more reader-friendly, emails are set out with earliest emails at top, latest emails at bottom,
reversing normal presentation of emails.
Where emails refer to an earlier email “below” this is replaced by “[above]”.
Occasional additional notes are similarly [bracketed].
Deletions, including irrelevancies dealing with other subjects, indicated by 2 dots ..
For brevity, greetings (‘Dear’ etc) & farewells (‘Yours sincerely’ etc) are omitted.
Besides above amendments, emails presented verbatim.
_
_

REFERENCED DOCUMENTS which can be seen on our website – www.boggart.org.uk
1. Lake & Island biodiversity health proposals, BHCCAT, 16.6.2008.
2. Lake & Island Waterbirds Sanctuary proposal, BHCCAT, 30.9.2010.
3. Recent planting of non-native trees spoils Ancient Woodland, BHCCAT, 28.2.2011.
4. Minutes of 6.4.2011 meeting re recent planting of non-native trees at the Lakeside, BHCCAT, 28.7.2011.
5. Island conservation delivery plan 2011-2016, BHCCAT, 18.10.2011.
6. Proposal to create reedbeds in the Lake, BHCCAT, 2.4.2014.
7. Japanese Knotweed in Boggart Hole Clough environs, FoBHC, 24.9.2015.
8. Objections to demolition of former Booth Hall Children’s Hospital, FoBHC, 23.2.2016.
_
_
_
_
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EMAIL CORRESPONDENCE
1. Sent: Tue 15 Mar 2016 14:06:59
From: Mildred Willner. To: Derek Richardson @ GMEU. Copied to: PFM.
Subject: Boggart Hole Clough - Habitat Destruction in process.
.. You may be concerned to learn that someone - we are not sure who - thought it would be a good idea as part of the
Clean City Project to "tidy up" around the island in the lake that forms an important part of the Nature reserve, so,
equipped with a boat and some chain saws, the contractors were in the process of removing / tidying up - the fallen
branches that are a feature of the lake's habitat and a very important factor in providing nesting sites and cover for the
water birds that nest on and around the island.
Not only would this work reduce and possibly eliminate the habitat it would also disturb the birds who are obviously
starting this year’s nests. I think it is very important to have this work stopped. Peter Milner and myself were around the
lake today and after making our objections known to the council staff, managed to get the work stopped - but only on a
temporary basis while the matter is being considered.
I hope that you will agree with us that the habitat provided by the branches around the lake forms a very important
function for the birds and should not be "tidied up" or in other words, completely destroyed.
I look forward to hearing your views on the matter.
.. Mildred Willner.

2. Sent: Fri 25 Mar 2016 18:59
From: PFM. To: Jon Atkin @ MCC. Copied to: 28 FoBHC contacts.
Subject: Waterbirds habitat damaged at Boggart Hole Clough.
.. Re Island / Lake margin habitat.
Further to Mildred Willner's 15.3.2016 email [1 above].
Last week, 15.3.2016, we intervened to stop the further sawing down of tree branches overhanging from the Island into
the Lake on which Coots, Great Crested Grebes & Moorhens anchor their floating nests.
One large branch in particular, at the south east corner of the Island across from the Lakeside Café, was being sawn off
when we arrived.
Please see 3 photos attached [see page 1 above]. 1st, taken by Paul McCrystal 26.4.2008, shows a Coot nesting on this
same branch; Coots have nested there every year since then. 2nd photo, taken 15.3.2016, shows this same branch (larger
after 8 years' growth) being sawn off. 3rd photo, taken 24.3.2016, shows end result of the sawing, the area of destroyed
habitat.
We talked 15.3.2016 to Joe Walsh (MCC arboricultural officer) who agreed to stop the work. He told us this work was
being carried out by 2 people employed as part of a grounds maintenance training scheme financed by MCC's Clean City
Fund.
So, apparently, MCC's Clean City Fund is being used to train people to destroy, rather than conserve & enhance, wildlife
habitats !
We have repeatedly drawn attention to the importance of this ecotone / margin habitat between the Island & Lake (see
e.g. pages 2 & 3 of Proposal to create reedbeds in the Lake (BHCCAT, 2.4.2014) on our website), but to no avail.
Pasted in below [not pasted into this doc] are some emails from a year ago, March 2015, regarding a similar situation
[plans to install floating islands starting in March]. Unfortunately, this year damage was done before we could stop it.
No work should be done on the Island at this time of year, during the nesting season, March to August inclusive;
particularly important considering the Island hosts a Heronry. The Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 made it an offence to
unnecessarily disturb nesting birds.
To prevent any such mismanagement recurring, we urge you to please consult, liaise, share information with us regarding
the Clough's management planning including the development of a proper conservation management plan to regenerate
the Clough as a thriving, wildlife-rich Local Nature Reserve, which is surely achievable by working together.
_
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In this regard, thank you for recently giving us permission (through Julie Hyslop at Groundwork) to publish the Bailey's
Wood ecology report (produced by the Greater Manchester Ecology Unit) on our website & Facebook page. We hope in
due course to provide some useful feedback re this report.
PFM.

3. Sent: Sat 26 Mar 2016 10:36:34
From: Karen Galston. To: 24 people including Jon Atkin & Joe Walsh @ MCC, & PFM.
Subject: FW: Waterbirds habitat damaged at Boggart Hole Clough.
John Atkin and Joe Walsh, can you please .. explain .. why the incident above has happened? .. Why this Clean City Fund
has been used .. to cause more harm than good .. you all need training on ecology and habitats .. question why these
people can remain in their jobs during such austere times when they are clearly so incompetent ..
Karen.

4. Sent: Mon 28 Mar 2016 17:23:36
From: Joe Walsh @ MCC. To: PFM. Copied to: 28 FoBHC contacts.
Subject: Re: Waterbirds habitat damaged at Boggart Hole Clough.
.. I have no strong views about the pruning of the shrubs around the edge of the lake island one way or the other. We were
asked to prune the shrubs by the park staff and this was being undertaken as part of the Clean City Project - there is no
element of training in this, the two arborists undertaking the work were both experienced professional contractors.
There is no question at all that they disturbed any nesting birds - they didn't. I explained to the two members of the public
we met on site that as part of their basic training, all arborists are taught to avoid disturbing nesting birds; this is after all
something we do all the time.
I am happy to ask the arborists to carry on with this work or leave it as it is.
.. Joe Walsh, Arboricultural Team Leader [MCC].

5. Sent: Mon 28 Mar 2016 22:21.
From: PFM. To: Joe Walsh @ MCC. Copied to: 28 FoBHC contacts.
Subject: RE: Waterbirds habitat damaged at Boggart Hole Clough.
.. Re Island / Lake margin habitat.
Thanks for your email [4 above] sent earlier today.
Boggart Hole Clough is a Local Nature Reserve so its wildlife habitats must be conserved, preferably enhanced.
If the Island / Lake margin habitat (branches overhanging from the Island into the Lake) is pruned away except where
waterbirds are presently nesting then this diminishes the habitat, reducing opportunities for future nesting.
The habitat should be allowed to naturally expand so branches presently overhanging from the Island over the Lake can
grow & in time lean into the Lake thus increasing the habitat, enabling more Coots, Great Crested Grebes & Moorhens to
nest there.
PFM.

6. Sent: Tue 29 Mar 2016 10:20:09
From: John Atkin @ MCC. To: PFM.
Subject: RE: Waterbirds habitat damaged at Boggart Hole Clough.
.. The pruning work at the lake has now been halted and I am sure no damage was done to any nests. The work was
initiated by the Clean City city-wide improvements project.
On the subject of the island in the lake at Boggart, are there any methods of making it even more of a destination for
birds, whether passing or nesting?
.. Jon Atkin, North Area Manager, Citywide Parks Team, The Neighbourhoods Service, Growth and Neighbourhoods
Directorate, MCC, Visitor Centre, Boggart Hole Clough, Charlestown Road, Blackley, Manchester ..
_
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7. Sent: Tue 29 Mar 2016 14:30:50
From: Karen Galston. To: PFM. Copied to: Jon Atkin & Joe Walsh @ MCC.
Subject: RE: Waterbirds habitat damaged at Boggart Hole Clough.
Completely agree with Peter, so do others I’ve spoken to, some choice words expressed also ..
Joe, please do not carry out any more work on that site .. your fence sitting attitude .. Ignorance .. as Chief Arboricultural
Officer you take orders from Park Staff who know nothing about pruning? Seriously you couldn’t make it up ..
Karen.

8. Sent: Wed 6 Apr 2016 07:36:49
From PFM. To: John Atkin @ MCC. Copied to 21 FoBHC contacts.
Subject: Nature conservation at Boggart Hole Clough.
.. Thanks for your 29.3.2016 email [6 above].
Re the Island / Lake margin habitat, we were pleased to hear that the pruning / sawing off of branches overhanging from
the Island into the Lake (which various waterbird species require for nesting) has been definitively stopped.
You ask, "are there any methods of making it (the Island) even more of a destination for birds, whether passing or
nesting?"
Please see attached Island conservation delivery plan 2011-2016 (BHCCAT, 18.10.2011) which aimed "to radically
improve the Island's natural woodland habitat particularly for indigenous waterbirds" & which is one of several
documents on our website about improving the biodiversity health of the Lake & Island.
On several November days in 2011, 2012 & 2013, BHCCAT volunteers carried out the first half of this Island
conservation plan.
In 2002, BHCCAT conservation volunteers initiated the process of restoring the Clough's biodiversity health in the
expectation that MCC would follow our lead by employing paid conservationists.
In December 2013, overwhelmed by the scale of conservation work required in the Clough, BHCCAT curtailed its
conservation activity in order to focus on encouraging MCC to employ a team of paid conservationists to do this work,
seeing this as the approach most likely to succeed in restoring the biodiversity health of the Clough environs.
Thanks again for giving us permission to publish online the GMEU's Bailey's Wood draft conservation plan. Sharing this
plan, allowing people to comment, discuss, participate in determining its proposals & priorities, will surely build support
for the plan's implementation.
We hope you will likewise permit us to publish online the GMEU's Boggart Hole Clough draft conservation plan which
(from reading Derek Richardson's 15.3.2016 email ..) you may perhaps have received by now ..
PFM.
_

CONCLUSION
MCC’s generally socially exclusive, profit-motivated, short-term approach – disdaining, degrading, destroying the natural
& built environment, has had lamentable results in the Boggart Hole Clough area - see e.g. following documents on our
website - Recent planting of non-native trees spoils Ancient Woodland, BHCCAT, 28.2.2011, & Minutes of 6.4.2011
meeting re recent planting of non-native trees at the Lakeside, BHCCAT, 28.7.2011, & Objections to demolition of
former Booth Hall Children’s Hospital, FoBHC, 23.2.2016.
In contrast, FoBHC’s socially inclusive, health-motivated, long-term approach – appreciating, conserving, enhancing our
natural heritage, would result in sustainable environmental regeneration – see e.g. besides 2 documents already mentioned
in emails 2 & 8 above, following docs on our website - Lake & Island biodiversity health proposals, BHCCAT,
16.6.2008, & Lake & Island Waterbirds Sanctuary proposal, BHCCAT, 30.9.2010, & Japanese Knotweed in Boggart
Hole Clough environs, FoBHC, 24.9.2015.
_

www.facebook.com/boggart.org.uk
We aim to ensure Boggart Hole Clough Local Nature Reserve is a thriving place for people & wildlife.
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