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Summary 

The study was commissioned as by Manchester City Council.  

Part of Boggart Hole Clough is a grade B Site of Biological Importance (SBI) for Greater 

Manchester, parts are identified as Ancient Woodland in Natural England’s Ancient Woodland 

inventory and the site is a Local Nature Reserve for Manchester. The LNR designation places an 

obligation on the City Council to manage the site with the conservation of wildlife as a primary 

concern. This report is aimed at helping with fulfilling this responsibility. 

The aims of the commission were to assess the current ecological condition of the site, provide an 

up-to-date species list and then to update management proposals for the area of the site under 

Manchester City Council ownership and control.   

The desk-based ecological assessment consisted of a desk top study involving old maps, aerial 

photography, a local record search, viewing old SBI reviews, viewing old survey reports and 

management plans, verbal communication with City Council staff, and a Natural England GIS data 

search.  Field survey consisted of a series of specialist surveys undertaken by GMEU staff 

supported by volunteers carried out through 2015-16 and more general habitat ‘walk-over’ surveys 

primarily looking at the vegetation. 

Management proposals were based on the findings of the new surveys and assessments, 

supplemented with ecological information recorded for the neighbouring Baileys Wood and other 

ancient woodland nearby such as Prestwich Clough and Mere Clough, some parts of which are 

currently in a better condition than Boggart Hole Clough. 

 

                          Map 1 – Boggart Hole Clough - Location Plan and extent of survey area 

 



              

   Map 2 Boggart Hole Clough – aerial photograph from 2011 

  



1.0 PURPOSE, SCOPE AND CONTEXT OF THIS REPORT 

1.1 Brief  

1.1.1  The Greater Manchester Ecology Unit (GMEU) was commissioned by Manchester City Council to 

carry out an ecological assessment of Boggart Hole Clough in North Manchester, 

(Blackley/Charlestown) as part of a wider project to improve the area, to improve the City Council’s 

understanding of this key wildlife asset and to make suggestions as to how the site could be 

improved and managed for wildlife.   

 As with very many urban green spaces Boggart Hole Clough faces the challenges of climate 

change, competing pressures on green space and changes to landscape management contracts 

because of public sector funding cuts. 

Other key issues for the wider project include managing recreational access and community 

involvement. 

1.1.2 It is understood that information from the assessment as well as informing management is also 

likely to be utilised for interpretation and promotion of the site. 

1.2 Relevant Experience 

This report was compiled by Derek Richardson, Principal Ecologist, supported by a range of surveys and 

assessments undertaken by other specialists. 

Derek has over 20 years of experience working in the fields of ecology and countryside management, his 

first paid work as an ecologist occurring in 1988. 

1.3 Overall Site Description 

The central grid reference of the site is NGR 386600 402640.  

The approximate area of the site assessed was 81ha. 

Boggart Hole Clough is a large and varied site. It is the largest area of Clough Woodland remaining 

in Manchester. It supports a wide range of habitats including broadleaved woodland, grassland, 

lakes and more ‘active’ recreation areas. A ‘Clough’ is a northern term for a steep sided, wooded 

valley, while a ‘Boggart’ in local folklore is a mischievous sprite or elvish creature said to inhabit the 

woods. The name itself is an indication that the site has supported woodland for a very long time, 

probably hundreds of years, and parts of the woodland support some plant species that are 

indicators of Ancient Woodland. Ancient Woodland is defined as woodland that has been in 

existence since at least 1600. 

The more formal Parkland appears to have been laid out on an existing area of open land, 

woodland, agricultural land and semi-natural habitat. 

A network of formal and informal paths cross the site, both wide and surfaced and more narrow and 

unsurfaced. 

The site is part of a wider complex of Clough woodlands associated with the Irk River Valley, which 

also includes Baileys Wood and Alkrington Woods to the North and Broadhurst Clough to the south. 

Taken together this complex is of woodlands is of strategic importance for wildlife in Greater 

Manchester. 

The site is surrounded by areas of dense housing; the land to the north, formerly Booth Hall 

Children’s Hospital, is also currently being developed as a large area of private housing.   As a 

consequence the site is very well used by the public and is subject to high levels of public 

disturbance.  



     

  Map 3 – Extent of Sites of Biological Importance at Boggart Hole Clough and  

     Baileys Wood 

 

2.0 Ecological Assessment Methodology 

The assessment was based on desk top research and site visits.   

2.1 Desk Top Assessment 

The following information was utilised: 

 Greater Manchester Local Records Centre 

 Previous SBI Reviews and field notes. 

 Historic Maps - Manchester Archives – online 

 2011 aerial survey 

 Land Registry 

 Previous management plans for the site 

2.2 Field Survey 

A number of site visits were made in 2015 and early 2016 to carry out surveys for a wide range of 

species groups including birds, trees and bats. These visits involved training courses for members 

of the community in wildlife recording led by specialists and recording carried out by members of the 

local ‘Friends Group’ and local volunteers. 

 

2.3 Limitations of Assessment and Survey  

 

Although the Ecology Unit has surveyed the site previously and designated parts of the site as a 

Site of Biological importance for Greater Manchester, the Unit has not otherwise been actively 

involved in site management or development of Boggart Hole Clough.  Information on past 

management available to the Unit is therefore likely to be incomplete. 

 



As with all time-restricted field surveys, the species lists produced are simply a ‘snap shot’ of what 

was present and evident at the time of the survey.  Species lists are therefore unlikely to be 

completely comprehensive. 

2.4 Findings of Desk Top Assessment 

2.4.1 GM Local Record Centre 

A search was made for protected species, designated sites and section 41 species within 1km of 

the site. Maps of the findings can be found within Appendix 2  

A summary of the results is as follows - 

 Specially protected species recorded from within the site include bats (various species) and 

badgers.   

 

 In addition to Boggart Hole Clough, Baileys Wood nearby to the north is designated as a Local 

Wildlife Site for Manchester (a Site of Biological Importance). 

 

 Other S41 ‘priority’ species recorded included bullfinch, lapwing, starling and song thrush 

 

 A heronry has been recorded at Boggart Hole Clough. 

 

 The nearest statutory protected site is the Rochdale Canal Special Area of Conservation (SAC), 

approximately 2.4 miles to the east. 

 

2.4.2 SBI Reviews 

 

The SBI citation can be found in appendix 2.  Key points from the citation are: 

 The original site visit in 1981 is noted  

 

 The most recent citation is from May 2013.   

 

 The side is grade B - of City-wide wildlife importance for Manchester.  

 

 The primary reason for the designation of the site is the presence of broadleaved woodland. 

 

 Part of the site is identified as ancient on Natural England’s Inventory of Ancient Woodland for 

Greater Manchester and Merseyside 2007. 

 

 Boggart Hole Clough is Lowland mixed deciduous woodland a UK Biodiversity 

Priority habitat.  Native woodlands are also a Greater Manchester Biodiversity 

Priority Habitat. 

 

 



 

     Map 4 - Extent of ancient woodland at Boggart Hole Clough and Baileys Wood (Natural England) 

2.4.3 Historic Maps and Photographs 

 The first edition OS map circa 1848,  largely supports Natural England’s ancient woodland inventory 

with woodland largely confined to the ancient woodland boundary. 

 

 There is evidence from the first edition map that the ancient woodland boundary may be inaccurate, 

with woodland appearing more extensive.  

 

 The valley to the east of the ancient woodland at Baileys Wood is wooded on the 1st edition OS 

base. 

 

 This situation does not particularly change for the next 100 years, the 1952 OS base showing 

similar areas wooded, the only changes being development to the South and east of the woodland 

but farmland (Dam Head Farm) still to the north and west. 

 

 Manchester Image collection has an extensive series of photographs of Boggart Hole Clough dating 

back more than 100 years, although in many cases it is difficult to determine exactly where 

photographs were taken. The image collection is therefore rather unreliable as a monitor of 

environmental change 

2.4.6 Aerial Photography 

 The most recent aerial photograph (2011) demonstrates the predominance of woodland habitats at 

the Clough and also illustrates how the woodland is naturally regenerating beyond the current SBI 

boundaries. 

2.4.7 Land Ownership 

 The areas surveyed are owned by Manchester City Council. 



 

3 Findings of Field Surveys 

3.1  Overall Site Description 

The habitats at Boggart Hole Clough comprise areas of lowland mixed deciduous (clough) 

woodland of varied age structure, plantation woodland, scrub, open semi-improved neutral 

grassland, marshy grassland, amenity grassland, streams and open waterbodies.  

Boggart Hole Brook runs through the site and a small stream runs through Oliver Clough. 

3.2 The woodlands 

The most important and extensive semi-natural habitat on the site is broad-leaved woodland 

associated with the Cloughs (that is, along the stream valleys). This can be seen most clearly on the 

aerial photographs for the site.  

The woodland appears to be a sometimes complex mix of semi-natural ancient woodland, semi-

natural secondary woodland and plantation woodland. In places the woodland has been extensively 

modified by deliberate felling / removal of some species and by the introductions of others. The 

woodland therefore varies in character through the site, and sometimes across relatively small 

distances - the species mix is variable and the age structure is very mixed; in general terms the 

woodland along Oliver Clough towards the north of the site appears older, with many veteran trees, 

while the woodlands to the far east appear younger. Ancient woodland indicator species occur 

along the older Cloughs, although these are quite scarce. 

Canopy tree species include Fraxinus excelsior (Ash), Alnus glutinosa (alder),  Quercus robur 

(Oak), Acer pseudoplatanus (Sycamore), Fagus sylvatica (Beech), Salix fragilis (crack willow), Salix 

caprea (Goat willow), Sorbus aucuparia (Rowan), Betula pendula (Silver Birch), Acer campestre 

(Field maple), various Prunus sp (cherries), Acer platanoides (Norway maple), Aesculus 

hippocastaneum (Horse chestnut), Tilia sp. (Limes). In places there are remnant Poplar sp, although 

it would seem that a lot of the previous mature Poplars associated with this site were removed some 

years previously because of disease. 

The tree diversity includes a number of ‘non-native’ species, presumably planted at various stages 

of the development of the site. This is not necessarily a bad thing for wildlife, since the majority of 

British herbivores are not species-specific and non-native trees can in fact support a wide range of 

species. Some species, however, can sometimes be harmful in the long term because they can 

come to dominate woodlands (e.g. sycamore), thereby reducing diversity.  

There are reasonable amounts of dead timber, both standing and fallen, which provide good 

habitats for invertebrates, fungi and moss, although there are opportunities for increasing dead 

wood. 

The woodland ground flora, although reasonably diverse, in fact lacks species that would definitively 

ecologically characterise most of the woodland as ‘ancient’. Species present that are associated 

with longer-established, less disturbed woodlands include bluebells, ramsons, lesser celandine, 

wavy bittercress, creeping soft grass, wood avens, remote sedge, broad buckler fern, enchanter’s 

nightshade and wood sorrel. In some places there are carpets of mosses and liverworts, but there 

are also areas of extensive trampling and disturbance.  



                               

         Photo 1 Wide surfaced path through established  

                                             woodland at ‘Oliver Clough’ 

 

                               

                    Photo 2 Younger woodland in the eastern part of the site 

 

Himalayan balsam, an invasive plant, is present in the understorey along water courses and 

in more open woodland areas. There appears to have been some control of the invasive 

plants Rhododendron and Japanese knotweed. 

There are some very fine old beech trees (planted) along the older Cloughs; in these areas 

ground flora is sparse under the beech canopy. 

Some areas of woodland where water has ‘ponded’, and areas with a prevalence of willow, 

could be described as wet woodland although this habitat type is not very well established; it 

does not currently merit designation as the UK Priority Habitat type for ‘wet woodland, a 

biodiverse habitat supporting a good diversity of invertebrates. 

In north Manchester it can be argued that the ‘most natural’ woodland type – that is, the type 

of woodland that would arise in the absence of human intervention – would be the National 

Vegetation Classification woodland type W10, pedunculate oak, bracken and bramble 



woodland. However few woodland of this type remain in the City because of high levels of 

human intervention and modification. 

3.3 Scrub 
 

Scrub is developing naturally on some areas of former grassland and at the woodland edges 
and some of the plantation areas have included scrub species such as hawthorn Crataegus 
monogyna, elder Sambucus nigra, blackthorn Prunus spinosa, guelder rose Viburnum 
opulus and hazel Corylus avellana.  
 
On the whole the scrub appears to be unmanaged except where neighbouring 
grassland is mown. In the absence of management, areas of scrub have the potential 
to develop semi-natural characteristics and to spread into the grassland areas by self-

seeding. 

Scrub is often an under-rated habitat type; it is valuable for a range of bird species which 

prefer more open habitats such as some migrant warblers.  

                        

  Photo 3 Scrub at the woodland edges and semi-improved  

                                      rough grassland 

 

3.4 Open Water - The Lakes 

There are two main areas of open water (‘the Lakes’). Both water bodies are artificial, 

created as features for recreation. The southern, larger lake, sometimes called the boating 

lake because recreational rowing boats were once used on this waterbody, has a large 

wooded island in the centre and is more formal in character, with stone sides and wide 

surfaced paths all the way around. Some new floating islands have been installed in the 

lake, introducing a more diverse wetland species mix. These islands help to improve the 

species diversity of the lake by introducing marginal vegetation, otherwise absent because of 

pressure from wildfowl.  

At the time of the survey this lake was being artificially aerated; the lake is shallow and has 

high numbers of wildfowl present which has in the past led to anaerobic, nutrient rich 

conditions which has in turn sometimes caused damaging algal blooms. The floating islands 

and the aeration are an attempt at mitigating these issues.  



The large island in the centre of the lake is well wooded and is clearly used by nesting birds, 

including waterfowl and a heronry, but the leaf fall from trees on the island into the lake will 

add to the high-nutrient status and low oxygen levels in the southern lake.  

Land around the lakes has been heavily grazed by wildfowl, including Canada geese. The 

invasive plant Crassula sp. is present in some areas close to the Lakes. 

                         

   Photo 4 The Lakes under construction in the early 1900’s 

 

                                

   Photo 5 The Southern more ‘ornamental’ lake  

   In April 2016, showing new floating islands and  

   Aeration in progress 

 



The more northerly lake is smaller, more informal in character and appears to be managed for 

fishing. This lake also has some more established artificial floating islands present which add to 

biodiversity interest (introducing marginal and aquatic plants). 

                                 

   Photo 6 The more informal northern lake 

                                  

   Photo 7 An artificial island in northern lake 

 

 



3.5 Ponds 

In places in the woodland to the East of the Lakes a small watercourse has ponded, leading 

to areas of standing open water. These ponds are surrounded by dense woodland and have 

little marginal or aquatic vegetation. They appear turbid and stagnant. As a result their 

current value for wildlife is poor. 

3.6 Rivers and Streams 

Boggart Hole Brook runs through Boggart Hole Clough and a spring runs through Oliver 

Clough. At the time of this study both watercourses were free flowing, although it was 

reported that in some drier years neither watercourse holds a great deal of water.  

Bistort is frequent along Boggart Hole Brook corridor.  

As might be expected the Brooks are heavily shaded, although there are more open areas 

along some of the pathways. 

 

                                 

                        Photo 8 Boggart Hole Brook 

 



                               

       Photo 9 Boggart Hole Brook corridor next  

                                                     to open, wide pathway 

 

3.7 Grasslands 

The grasslands are a mix of species-poor improved ‘amenity grassland’, with more 

unmanaged grasslands in less-visited or marginal parts of the site. It would seem that in 

recent years a previous more intensive mowing regime has been relaxed in places, allowing 

taller, tussocky grassland to develop. The less intensively managed grassland supported a 

more diverse flora, including cuckoo flower, meadow vetchling, ribwort plantain and crested 

dog’s tail. Wetter areas and areas of poor drainage support soft rush and some common 

sedges in places. 

 

 



                                   

         Photo 10 Typical close-mown ‘amenity’  

                                                        grassland 

 

                                    

    Photo 11   Unmanaged and wet grassland 

  



3.8   Species 

A wide range of species surveys were undertaken during 2015 and into 2016. The full results of 

these surveys are presented in Appendix 1. The more notable species records are discussed 

below. 

3.8.1 Birds 

 A wide range of notable bird species use the site for nesting and feeding. Notable species 

associated with the lakes include Coot, Great Crested Grebe, Little Grebe, Moorhen and Reed 

Bunting. Grey herons nest on the island in the bigger lake. Mute Swans, Gooseander and Tufted 

Duck have also been recorded using the lakes. Swallows and House Martins feed across the 

lakes. 

 Notable species associated with the woodland include Sparrowhawk, Lesser Redpoll, Dunnock, 

Song Thrush, Spotted Flycatcher, Willow Warbler, Chiff Chaff, Blackcap, Chaffinch and 

Greenfinch. Bullfinch has been recorded on fruit trees along the wider pathways. Great Spotted 

Woodpeckers, Jays and Tree creepers are relatively common in the older woodlands.  

Goldcrests, Goldfinches and Nuthatches are present but less frequent. 

3.8.2 Mammals other than bats 

 Mammals recorded on the site include Wood Mouse, Field Vole, Red Fox, Hedgehog, Grey 

Squirrell and Badger. Although present, these mammals appear to be relatively infrequent on the 

site, possibly because of the high levels of disturbance from domestic dogs and cats(?). 

 Badgers are specially protected under the terms of the Protection of Badgers Act 1992. 

3.8.3 Butterflies 

 Butterflies recorded from the site include Ringlet, Gatekeeper, Hedge Brown, Meadow Brown, 

Orange Tip, Speckled Wood, Small Skipper and Small White. 

3.8.4 Amphibians 

 There is a notable scarcity of amphibian records from the site, although Common Frog was 

recorded in 2015 and smooth newts and common toads have also been recorded. The Lakes, the 

main waterbodies on the site, are currently quite unfriendly for amphibians because of the 

abundant waterfowl and fish and the lack (until recently) of aquatic and emergent vegetation. 

3.8.5 Bats 

 All species of UK bats are specially protected under the terms of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 

1981 and the Conservation of habitats and Species regulations 201 (as amended).  

 Boggart Hole Clough provides a very important feeding resource for local bat populations. Bats 

recorded from the site in 2015 include Common Pipistrelle, Daubentons, Brown long-eared, 

Noctule and Soprano Pipistrelle. The Lakes and Boggart Hole Brook appear to provide the best 

feeding resources, although bats have been recorded throughout the site. 

 

 

 

 



 

 4.0 Overall Assessment of the Nature Conservation Value of the Site 

4.1 The positives 

 The long-term presence of important, Priority habitats for conservation on the site and the 

presence of a wide range of species, many of them notable and/or protected, confirm Boggart Hole 

Clough as a site of City-wide importance for wildlife. The site fully justifies its designation as a Site 

of Biological Importance in Greater Manchester and as a Local Nature Reserve.  

  The context of the site as part of a wider woodland network in North Manchester, set along the 

wildlife corridor of the irk valley, lends the site further, regional value. 

The value of the site for wildlife partly results from positive management for wildlife, partly from its 

long history as an undeveloped area of greenspace, partly from its context and partly in places due 

to a relative lack of formal management for amenity, something that many more intensively 

managed park spaces suffer from.  

The current wildlife value of the site is an indication that past management has on the whole been 

favourable for wildlife. 

In the context of a built-up largely residential area of the City Boggart Hole Clough has significant 

value for providing access to semi-natural habitats and wildlife for people.  

4.2   The negatives 

 The woodland understorey and ground flora plant is relatively low compared to other ‘ancient’ 

woodlands.  The only ancient woodland indicator species that is relatively common is bluebell, with 

wood horsetail occurring infrequently. Wood anemone and soft shield fern are very rare. Yellow 

pimpernel has been previously recorded, but not in surveys in 2015.  

 While the range of tree species present is relatively high there are some risks that woodland 

regeneration, if left unmanaged and unguided, will eventually lead to a dominance of some species 

at the expense of others.  

 A range of alien invasive plants have been recorded from the site. If left unmanaged these species 

have the potential to reduce species diversity. 

 Until the recent addition of floating islands the plant species diversity associated with the Lakes 

was relatively low, probably because of heavy use by wildfowl and people. The Southern Lake 

remains vulnerable to eutrophication, because it is shallow, has limited run-through and is subject 

to heavy leaf fall, although the recent addition of the floating islands and the aeration should help. 

 High public pressure, if left unmanaged, can cause harm through disturbance and trampling.  

   

  



5 Management proposals for improving the Wildlife Value of Boggart Hole Clough 

5.1 Woodlands 

 The overall character, and importance, of the site for wildlife is provided by the extensive woodland 

cover. The management of the woodlands for wildlife should therefore be considered to be a 

priority for any future development and management plans. 

 Generally we are in favour of non-intervention in woodlands if at all possible, but there are some 

interventions that would be useful. 

5.1.1 Dead Wood 

Dead wood, both standing and fallen, should be left in-situ wherever it is safe to do so.  

 Dead wood is an essential habitat for many species, especially invertebrates, bats, bryophytes and 

fungi, and is necessary for the continued 'health' of the woodland ecosystem. Standing dead wood 

is also important for woodpeckers and other birds for feeding and nesting. Removal of dead wood 

and 'tidying-up' leads to relatively sterile conditions and takes away an essential part of the 

woodland ecology. The aim is to provide as much dead wood as feasible - lying, standing, and 

hanging - without compromising other management aims.  

However, it is accepted that standing dead wood can be a safety hazard and this must always take 

precedence in areas of high public use. Consequently any trees which are in a demonstrably 

unsafe condition must be made safe especially where they are near boundaries or footpaths. 

Creating ‘habitat piles’ of dead wood is genuinely useful for encouraging small mammals, fungi 

and invertebrates 

 

                            

            Photo 12 A simple ‘habitat pile’ of cut timber 

5.1.2 Management of tree species 

 I would not agree with previous ‘blanket’ management prescriptions for a reduction in non-

native tree species; this appear s to be based on a  false premise that ‘non-native’ trees 

provide poor wildlife value. However, it is the case that where some species (e.g sycamore) 

are coming to dominate the woodland canopy there could be a case for selective tree 

removal 

 

 



5.1.3 Tree Planting 

There are opportunities to extend the woodland cover by carrying out further tree planting 

on some of the unmanaged grassland areas of the site (see grasslands below). 

5.2 Grasslands 

 The overall objective for grassland management would be to increase botanical diversity. 

 There are three suggestions for increasing diversity on the species-poor amenity grasslands  

5.2.1   Reduce the frequency of mowing and stop any additional fertiliser input. This should over time     

increase grassland diversity. The disadvantage is that arisings will need to be removed from the 

site – currently with close-mowing arisings are left in-situ but this would not be possible when much 

more cut plant material arises. This requirement to remove arisings may not therefore result in any 

costs savings. 

 

If mowing / cutting is stopped altogether the grasslands will succeed to scrub and, eventually, 

woodland. 

 

5.2.2 Plant further woodland & trees on the grassland to increase the woodland cover. 

The primary wildlife importance of Boggart Hole Clough coms from its woodland cover. Areas of 

grassland could be ‘sacrificed’ by planting more trees. Suitable species for planting would include 

oak, birch, willows and alder. Ash should be avoided because of the risk of spreading the Ash die-

back disease. 

This option would reduce the ‘open-ness’ of the site and may therefore lead to a reduction in public 

use (people can sometimes feel unsafe in heavily wooded areas because of a lack of open areas) 

5.2.3 Artificially increase plant biodiversity by establishing more ‘wildflower’ areas. New seeding would 

likely require intensive creation and early management of wildflower swards, including the removal 

of existing grasses and deep ploughing followed by seeding. This option can be relatively expensive 

in the short-term, but is effective in increasing biodiversity quickly and can have public support as 

wildflowers can create attractive landscapes. 

5.3 The Lakes 

 The recent provision of the artificial floating islands is welcomed as providing an increase in 

biodiversity. The aeration should help to alleviate nutrient loading and reduce the incidence of algal 

blooms. 

 On-going efforts to reduce the feeding of waterfowl would also be beneficial for the quality of the 

shallow lake water. This would reduce waterfowl numbers (particularly of Canada Geese) and 

reduce artificial nutrient enrichment of the lake waters.  

 Although it is recognised that the woodland on the island provides an important habitat in its own 

right, not least because it supports a heronry A reduction in leaf fall from trees on the island would 

be beneficial for the open water,  

5.4   Streams and Water Courses 

In places  

Management for particular species 

 



5.5   Amphibians 

The site would benefit from the creation of a dedicated ‘wildlife’ pond. Currently amphibians and 

aquatic invertebrates are poorly represented on the site because the areas of open water are 

either used as fishing lakes, subject to a high degree of pressure from waterfowl and the public 

and/or are over-shaded and stagnant. 

There is a lot of available information on creating wildlife ponds. See, for example,  

https://savethefrogs.com/ponds/images/Guide-Build-Pond-Million-Ponds.pdf  

While it would make sense from a public safety point of view to locate the pond close to the 

existing water bodies so that it is is overlooked, there is a risk that fish could be introduced. Fish 

predate tadpoles and aquatic invertebrates and therefore their presence should be controlled. The 

pond should therefore be subject to annual netting to remove fish. 

5.6   Provision for Bats 

The erection of artificial bat roosting boxes would help bats. Boxes should be erected in ‘clusters’ 

of three or four boxes together high on mature trees to avoid any possibility of interference. 

Wooden boxes are not used as frequently as ‘wood crete’ boxes; a suitable general box is the 

‘Schwegler’ general use box 

                                             

    Photo 13 Artificial bat roosting box 

5.7 Control of Invasive Plants 

 The invasive plant Crassula helmsii has been recorded on land close to the lakes. This plant can 

be very invasive, particularly in water, and steps should be taken to eradicate it from the site. It 

should be noted that it is difficult to control and there are few places where it has been successfully 

eliminated entirely.  

https://savethefrogs.com/ponds/images/Guide-Build-Pond-Million-Ponds.pdf


                                   

                           Photo 14 Crassula 

It can be controlled by covering affected land with black plastic to ‘shade-out’ the plant, but the 

covering needs to stay in place for periods of six months or longer to be effective. This would be 

unsightly and likely impractical at Boggart Hole Clough. The only other effective treatment is 

herbicide use. Glyphosate can be applied to any emergent material, either on the bank or in the 

water, as long as it is dry. Only formulations of glyphosate which are specifically recommended for 

use in aquatic situations should be used. Re-treatment after an application of glyphosate is not 

usually necessary except to treat parts which were missed in the first application. Glyphosate 

should be applied from April to the end of November, when the majority of the plant is emergent. 

The adjuvant, ‘TopFilm’, can be used to increase effectiveness of the glyphosate treatment. 

Glyphosate is regarded as safe for use in public places, as long as it is used appropriately by 

suitably qualified personnel. 

 Himalayan Balsam has also been recorded from the site. Balsam can effectively be controlled by 

selective herbicide spraying (glyphosate) by suitably trained operatives, or by physical control by 

hand-pulling of stems before the plant begins to set seed. Once the plants have begun to set seed 

hand pulling should be avoided because this can serve to spread the seeds of this annual plant. 

Complete eradication is likely impossible on this site because seeds will travel from elsewhere 

along watercourses. 

                

                       Photo 15 Himalayan balsam 

 Canada Geese are present on and around the lakes. 



                           

                  Photo 16 Canada goose 

Canada Geese can reduce species diversity by displacing other waterfowl from water bodies and 

by over-grazing bankside vegetation close to rivers and lakes. They can also leave large quantities 

of droppings which can make sites unsightly and pathways slippery. It is understood that efforts 

have been made to reduce the numbers of Canada Geese on the lakes by discouraging breeding 

and discouraging people from feeding geese. These efforts should continue. 

 Eradication of Canada Geese from the site is likely impossible since this would require control of 

Geese populations from a wide area, and it is probably undesirable since Canada Geese are an 

attractive species and many people quite like to see them. Population control can be achieved by 

addling (oiling) newly laid eggs and sometimes by ‘moving-on’ geese in late summer autumn 

(essentially not allowing them to settle properly. Both of these measures require trained and 

prolonged effort.   

5.8 Visitor Engagement 

 Fixed interpretation panels can be subject to deliberate vandalism and can quickly become out-

dated. But visitor engagement in the wildlife value of the site can be maintained through, for 

example, regular volunteer surveys days or volunteer practical activity days.  

5.9  Community Participation 

The Friends of Boggart Hole Clough is a well-established and effective local community group which 

helps to look after and improve the site. This community group has been very successful and should 

continue 

The private dwellings being constructed on the former Booth Hall Children’s Hospital to the north 

present an opportunity for targeting new faces and encouraging them to become involved in site 

management and development. Engagement with the developer of the houses to assist in the 

process could be sought. 

Involvement of young people is often another key component in ensuring the success of open space 

management. The local primaries and any youth groups based on the Dam Head estate and others 

should continue be involved in any consultation as well as invited to participate in practical and 

educational activities. 

5.10 Wardening / Staffing 

All sites such as Boggart Hole Clough benefit from proper Wardening from dedicated parks staff. 

Wardens and park staff help to promote positive behaviour in informal greenspaces, help to interpr 

et the site for visitors, deter inappropriate behaviour and can make the public feel safer suing a site. 

 



6 Future surveying and monitoring 

 The site should be re-surveyed every five years, and the results of the surveys used to direct future 

management plans. 

 Members of the friends group and other local community groups can be very useful in recording 

wildlife and monitoring the site. Species records can be submitted to the Local records Centre for 

greater Manchester (GMLRC) 

 See www.gmwildlife.org.uk  
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APPENDIX 1 Full Species List for Boggart Hole Clough 

 
Species Group \ Species 

Number of 
Records Latest Date 

 
acarine (Acari) 3 25/04/2015 

 
Aceria pseudoplatani 1 25/04/2015 

 
Hydrachna 1 25/04/2015 

 
Phyllocoptes goniothorax 1 25/04/2015 

 
amphibian 8 29/08/2015 

 
Common Frog 6 29/08/2015 

 
Common Toad 1 25/04/2015 

 
Smooth Newt 1 25/04/2015 

 
annelid 1 25/04/2015 

 
Leech 1 25/04/2015 

 
bird 3186 31/10/2015 

 
Anas platyrhynchos x 1 31/10/2015 

 
Barnacle Goose 1 04/09/2010 

 
Blackbird 27 31/10/2015 

 
Blackcap 25 09/05/2015 

 
Black-headed Gull 144 31/10/2015 

 
Blue Tit 13 26/04/2015 

 
Bullfinch 9 31/10/2015 

 
Buzzard 1 29/08/2015 

 
Canada Goose 334 31/10/2015 

 
Carrion Crow 11 31/10/2015 

 
Chaffinch 11 31/10/2015 

 
Chiffchaff 19 09/05/2015 

 
Coal Tit 5 09/05/2015 

 
Collared Dove 2 25/04/2015 

 
Coot 333 31/10/2015 

 
Dunnock 12 09/05/2015 

 
Fieldfare 1 31/10/2015 

 
Goldcrest 15 31/10/2015 

 
Goldfinch 7 31/10/2015 

 
Goosander 36 31/10/2015 

 
Goose 215 12/07/2014 

 
Great Crested Grebe 138 09/05/2015 

 
Great Spotted Woodpecker 7 09/05/2015 

 
Great Tit 22 09/05/2015 

 
Grey Heron 260 31/10/2015 

 
Grey Wagtail 5 31/10/2015 

 
Greylag Goose 210 12/07/2014 

 
House Martin 4 29/08/2015 

 
Jackdaw 1 31/10/2015 

 
Jay 12 31/10/2015 

 
Kingfisher 1 25/04/2015 

 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 7 25/04/2015 

 
Little Grebe 20 04/06/2011 

 
Long-tailed Tit 8 09/05/2015 

 
Magpie 28 31/10/2015 

 
Mallard 294 31/10/2015 



 
Meadow Pipit 1 31/10/2015 

 
Mistle Thrush 8 09/05/2015 

 
Moorhen 267 31/10/2015 

 
Mute Swan 64 31/10/2015 

 
Nuthatch 18 31/10/2015 

 
Pied Wagtail 4 31/10/2015 

 
Redwing 3 31/10/2015 

 
Reed Bunting 2 09/05/2015 

 
Ring-necked Parakeet 4 31/10/2015 

 
Robin 28 31/10/2015 

 
Rock Dove 240 31/10/2015 

 
Siskin 4 31/10/2015 

 
Song Thrush 22 09/05/2015 

 
Sparrowhawk 3 01/08/2015 

 
Starling 6 09/05/2015 

 
Stock Dove 2 26/04/2015 

 
Swallow 8 29/08/2015 

 
Swift 1 09/05/2015 

 
Tawny Owl 2 25/04/2015 

 
Treecreeper 5 31/10/2015 

 
Tufted Duck 206 31/10/2015 

 
Whitethroat 1 09/05/2015 

 
Willow Warbler 8 09/05/2015 

 
Woodpigeon 16 25/04/2015 

 
Wren 24 31/10/2015 

 
bony fish (Actinopterygii) 19 25/04/2015 

 
Bitterling 1 25/04/2015 

 
Common Bream 2 25/04/2015 

 
Common Carp 2 25/04/2015 

 
Crucian Carp 1 25/04/2015 

 
European Eel 1 25/04/2015 

 
Gudgeon 1 25/04/2015 

 
Perch 3 25/04/2015 

 
Pike 1 25/04/2015 

 
Roach 2 25/04/2015 

 
Rudd 2 25/04/2015 

 
Tench 2 25/04/2015 

 
Three-spined Stickleback 1 25/04/2015 

 
centipede 4 25/04/2015 

 
Lithobius (Lithobius) variegatus 4 25/04/2015 

 
conifer 8 26/04/2015 

 
Corsican Pine 1 25/04/2015 

 
European Larch 1 25/04/2015 

 
Sawara Cypress 1 26/04/2015 

 
Scots Pine 3 20/06/2013 

 
Yew 2 25/04/2015 

 
crustacean 17 31/10/2015 

 
Branchiura 1 25/04/2015 

 
Common Pill Woodlouse 1 25/04/2015 

 
Common Rough Woodlouse 1 26/04/2015 

 
Common Shiny Woodlouse 9 26/04/2015 



 
Common Striped Woodlouse 1 25/04/2015 

 
Cyclops 1 25/04/2015 

 
Freshwater Shrimp (Gammarus) 1 25/04/2015 

 
Hoglouse 1 25/04/2015 

 
Water hog lice/slaters 1 31/10/2015 

 
fern 53 25/04/2015 

 
Bracken 10 25/04/2015 

 
Broad Buckler-fern 11 25/04/2015 

 
Hard-fern 4 25/04/2015 

 
Hart's-tongue 5 25/04/2015 

 
Intermediate Polypody 1 25/04/2015 

 
Lady-fern 10 25/04/2015 

 
Male-fern 7 25/04/2015 

 
Polypodium 1 25/04/2015 

 
Polypody 2 25/04/2015 

 
Scaly Male-fern 2 25/04/2015 

 
flowering plant 994 02/11/2015 

 
Alder 9 26/04/2015 

 
Alder Buckthorn 1 25/04/2015 

 
Alnus 1 20/06/2013 

 
Annual Meadow-grass 4 25/04/2015 

 
Ash 22 25/04/2015 

 
Bay 1 26/04/2015 

 
Beech 16 25/04/2015 

 
Billard's Bridewort 1 25/04/2015 

 
Birch 1 01/04/1981 

 
Bird Cherry 5 26/04/2015 

 
Bittersweet 2 25/04/2015 

 
Black Currant 2 25/04/2015 

 
Black Poplar 3 08/05/1991 

 
Black-poplar 1 02/08/2006 

 
Blackthorn 2 25/04/2015 

 
Bluebell 17 26/04/2015 

 
Bog Stitchwort 1 25/04/2015 

 
Box 1 26/04/2015 

 
Box-leaved Honeysuckle 1 25/04/2015 

 
Bramble 23 25/04/2015 

 
Bridewort 1 08/05/1991 

 
Broad-leaved Cockspurthorn 1 25/04/2015 

 
Broad-leaved Dock 11 26/04/2015 

 
Broad-leaved Willowherb 15 25/04/2015 

 
Brooklime 2 25/04/2015 

 
Broom 2 26/04/2015 

 
Bush Vetch 1 25/04/2015 

 
Butterfly-bush 5 26/04/2015 

 
Cat's-ear 1 25/04/2015 

 
Caucasian Wingnut 2 19/08/2014 

 
Cherry Laurel 4 25/04/2015 

 
Cherry Plum 2 25/04/2015 

 
Cleavers 4 26/04/2015 

 
Clover 1 25/04/2015 



 
Cock's-foot 5 25/04/2015 

 
Colt's-foot 4 25/04/2015 

 
Common Bent 1 01/04/1981 

 
Common Bistort 16 25/04/2015 

 
Common Centaury 1 01/08/2015 

 
Common Chickweed 2 25/04/2015 

 
Common Comfrey 1 08/05/1991 

 
Common Dog-violet 3 26/04/2015 

 
Common Ivy 2 25/04/2015 

 
Common Knapweed 1 25/04/2015 

 
Common Mouse-ear 1 25/04/2015 

 
Common Nettle 15 26/04/2015 

 
Common Ragwort 5 02/11/2015 

 
Common Sallow 3 25/04/2015 

 
Common Sedge 1 25/04/2015 

 
Common Sorrel 7 26/04/2015 

 
Common Vetch 2 25/04/2015 

 
Common Whitebeam 1 25/04/2015 

 
Copper Beech 2 20/06/2013 

 
Cornus 1 25/04/2015 

 
Cotoneaster 1 25/04/2015 

 
Cow Parsley 4 26/04/2015 

 
Crab Apple 1 08/05/1991 

 
Crack-willow 6 25/04/2015 

 
Creeping Buttercup 8 02/11/2015 

 
Creeping Soft-grass 11 25/04/2015 

 
Creeping Thistle 5 26/04/2015 

 
Creeping-Jenny 1 25/04/2015 

 
Crested Dog's-tail 2 20/06/2013 

 
Cuckooflower 11 09/05/2015 

 
Curled Dock 3 25/04/2015 

 
Cut-leaved Crane's-bill 1 25/04/2015 

 
Cut-leaved Dead-nettle 1 25/04/2015 

 
daffodils 7 25/04/2015 

 
Daisy 8 02/11/2015 

 
Dandelion 2 25/04/2015 

 
Dandelion Agg. 10 02/11/2015 

 
Darwin's Barberry 1 25/04/2015 

 
Diels' Cotoneaster 1 25/04/2015 

 
Dog-rose 2 25/04/2015 

 
Dogwood 1 20/06/2013 

 
Dotted Loosestrife 1 25/04/2015 

 
Downy Birch 10 25/04/2015 

 
Druce's Crane's-bill 1 25/04/2015 

 
Elder 16 26/04/2015 

 
Elm 2 01/04/1981 

 
Enchanter's-nightshade 11 25/04/2015 

 
Evening-Primrose 1 25/04/2015 

 
False-brome 2 20/06/2013 

 
Feverfew 1 25/04/2015 

 
Field Forget-me-not 1 25/04/2015 



 
Field Maple 6 25/04/2015 

 
Field Wood-rush 2 25/04/2015 

 
Firethorn 1 25/04/2015 

 
Floating Sweet-grass 1 08/05/1991 

 
Flowering Currant 1 25/04/2015 

 
Forsythia 2 25/04/2015 

 
Fox-and-cubs 1 25/04/2015 

 
Foxglove 3 25/04/2015 

 
Garden Lady's-mantle 1 25/04/2015 

 
Garden Privet 6 25/04/2015 

 
Garden Tulip 1 25/04/2015 

 
Garlic Mustard 9 26/04/2015 

 
Giant Fescue 5 25/04/2015 

 
Glaucous Sedge 1 09/05/2015 

 
Goat Willow 6 25/04/2015 

 
Great Willowherb 10 25/04/2015 

 
Greater Plantain 5 25/04/2015 

 
Greater Snowdrop 1 25/04/2015 

 
Groundsel 2 25/04/2015 

 
Guelder-rose 6 25/04/2015 

 
Gypsywort 1 25/04/2015 

 
Hairy Bitter-cress 1 25/04/2015 

 
Hairy Tare 1 29/08/2015 

 
Hard Rush 2 25/04/2015 

 
Hare's-foot Clover 1 19/08/2014 

 
Hawthorn 20 26/04/2015 

 
Hazel 9 25/04/2015 

 
Hedge Mustard 1 25/04/2015 

 
Hedge Woundwort 3 26/04/2015 

 
Hemp-agrimony 2 01/08/2015 

 
Herb-Robert 8 26/04/2015 

 
Highclere Holly 1 25/04/2015 

 
Hoary Plantain 2 26/04/2015 

 
Hoary Willowherb 1 25/04/2015 

 
Hogweed 10 26/04/2015 

 
Holly 15 26/04/2015 

 
Hollyberry Cotoneaster 2 25/04/2015 

 
Honesty 1 25/04/2015 

 
Honeysuckle 3 26/04/2015 

 
Hornbeam 7 25/04/2015 

 
Horse-chestnut 14 26/04/2015 

 
Hybrid Black-poplar 1 25/04/2015 

 
Indian Balsam 11 26/04/2015 

 
Intermediate Lady's-mantle 1 25/04/2015 

 
Ivy 7 26/04/2015 

 
Ivy-leaved Speedwell 3 26/04/2015 

 
Japanese Cherry 3 25/04/2015 

 
Japanese Knotweed 7 25/04/2015 

 
Lady's-Mantle 3 26/04/2015 

 
Lesser Celandine 13 26/04/2015 

 
Lesser Trefoil 1 25/04/2015 



 
Lime 5 25/04/2015 

 
Lungwort 2 25/04/2015 

 
Marsh Foxtail 1 26/04/2015 

 
Marsh-marigold 5 25/04/2015 

 
Mat-grass 1 29/08/2015 

 
Meadow Buttercup 8 25/04/2015 

 
Meadow Foxtail 5 25/04/2015 

 
Meadow Vetchling 2 29/08/2015 

 
Meadowsweet 4 26/04/2015 

 
Mock-orange 2 25/04/2015 

 
Montbretia 2 25/04/2015 

 
New Zealand Bitter-cress 1 25/04/2015 

 
New Zealand Pigmyweed 2 25/04/2015 

 
Nipplewort 2 25/04/2015 

 
Norway Maple 9 25/04/2015 

 
Oak 11 25/04/2015 

 
Opposite-leaved Golden-saxifrage 1 25/04/2015 

 
Orange Whitebeam 1 25/04/2015 

 
Oregon-grape 1 25/04/2015 

 
Osier 1 25/04/2015 

 
Oval Sedge 1 26/07/2014 

 
Oxeye Daisy 1 25/04/2015 

 
Pedunculate Oak 3 25/04/2015 

 
Pendulous Sedge 4 26/04/2015 

 
Perennial Rye-grass 2 25/04/2015 

 
Perforate St John's-wort 1 25/04/2015 

 
Petty Spurge 1 26/04/2015 

 
Pignut 1 25/04/2015 

 
Poplar 3 20/06/2013 

 
Prickly Sow-thistle 2 25/04/2015 

 
Primrose 2 26/04/2015 

 
Privet 3 26/04/2015 

 
Procumbent Pearlwort 2 25/04/2015 

 
Purple Toadflax 1 25/04/2015 

 
Ramsons 8 26/04/2015 

 
Rape 1 26/04/2015 

 
Raspberry 7 25/04/2015 

 
Red Bartsia 2 29/08/2015 

 
Red Campion 6 09/05/2015 

 
Red Clover 1 25/04/2015 

 
Red Currant 5 25/04/2015 

 
Red Dead-nettle 1 25/04/2015 

 
Red Fescue 4 25/04/2015 

 
Red-hot-poker 1 25/04/2015 

 
Red-osier Dogwood 1 25/04/2015 

 
Reed Canary-grass 3 25/04/2015 

 
Reed Sweet-grass 2 29/08/2015 

 
Remote Sedge 12 25/04/2015 

 
Rhododendron 15 25/04/2015 

 
Ribwort Plantain 6 25/04/2015 

 
Rose 2 25/04/2015 



 
Rosebay Willowherb 11 25/04/2015 

 
Roseroot 1 25/04/2015 

 
Rough Meadow-grass 6 25/04/2015 

 
Rowan 8 09/05/2015 

 
Rush 2 25/04/2015 

 
Rusty Willow 1 25/04/2015 

 
Selfheal 4 25/04/2015 

 
Sessile Oak 6 26/04/2015 

 
Sheep's Sorrel 2 25/04/2015 

 
Sheep's-fescue 1 08/05/1991 

 
Shepherd's-purse 1 25/04/2015 

 
Silver Birch 12 26/04/2015 

 
Silver-spiked Sedge 1 25/04/2015 

 
Silverweed 1 25/04/2015 

 
Slender Rush 2 25/04/2015 

 
Smooth Meadow-grass 1 20/06/2013 

 
Smooth Sow-thistle 1 25/04/2015 

 
Snowberry 2 25/04/2015 

 
Soft-rush 16 25/04/2015 

 
Spanish Bluebell 2 25/04/2015 

 
Spear Thistle 3 25/04/2015 

 
Sticky Mouse-ear 1 25/04/2015 

 
Sun Spurge 1 25/04/2015 

 
Swedish Whitebeam 1 08/05/1991 

 
Sweet Chestnut 1 02/08/2006 

 
Sweet Vernal-grass 3 25/04/2015 

 
Sycamore 22 26/04/2015 

 
Thale Cress 1 26/04/2015 

 
Thunberg's Barberry 1 25/04/2015 

 
Thyme-leaved Speedwell 4 25/04/2015 

 
Tufted Hair-Grass 2 25/04/2015 

 
Tulip-tree 2 19/08/2014 

 
Turkey Oak 5 25/04/2015 

 
Turnip 1 25/04/2015 

 
Tutsan 5 26/04/2015 

 
Water Figwort 1 25/04/2015 

 
Water Mint 1 25/04/2015 

 
Wavy Bitter-cress 12 25/04/2015 

 
Wavy Hair-grass 7 25/04/2015 

 
Weeping Willow 1 25/04/2015 

 
Western Balsam-poplar 1 25/04/2015 

 
White Butterbur 1 26/04/2015 

 
White Clover 4 25/04/2015 

 
White Dead-nettle 1 25/04/2015 

 
White Poplar 1 26/04/2015 

 
Whitebeam 3 20/06/2013 

 
Wild Angelica 2 25/04/2015 

 
Wild Cherry 11 26/04/2015 

 
Wild Marjoram 1 25/04/2015 

 
Wild Plum 1 25/04/2015 

 
Willow 3 25/04/2015 



 
Wilson's Honeysuckle 1 25/04/2015 

 
Wood Avens 14 26/04/2015 

 
Wood Dock 2 25/04/2015 

 
Wood Forget-me-not 2 25/04/2015 

 
Wood Speedwell 2 25/04/2015 

 
Wood-sorrel 2 25/04/2015 

 
Wych Elm 4 25/04/2015 

 
Yellow Azalea 1 25/04/2015 

 
Yellow Iris 5 25/04/2015 

 
Yellow Loosestrife 1 08/05/1991 

 
Yellow Pimpernel 1 25/04/2015 

 
Yorkshire-fog 5 25/04/2015 

 
Zigzag Clover 1 25/04/2015 

 
fungus 121 02/11/2015 

 
Amethyst Deceiver 2 31/10/2015 

 
Artist's Bracket 2 25/04/2015 

 
Bearded Milkcap 1 31/10/2015 

 
Beech Barkspot 1 25/04/2015 

 
Beech Jellydisc 1 31/10/2015 

 
Beech Tarcrust 1 25/04/2015 

 
Beech Woodwart 1 31/10/2015 

 
Big Smoky Bracket 1 31/10/2015 

 
Birch Knight 3 31/10/2015 

 
Birch Polypore 7 31/10/2015 

 
Bleeding Broadleaf Crust 1 31/10/2015 

 
Blushing Bracket 1 31/10/2015 

 
Blushing Rosette 1 31/10/2015 

 
Bolete Mould 1 31/10/2015 

 
Brown Rollrim 1 31/10/2015 

 
Candlesnuff Fungus 4 31/10/2015 

 
Cep 1 31/10/2015 

 
Ciboria 1 31/10/2015 

 
Cladoniaceae 2 08/05/1991 

 
Clouded Funnel 2 31/10/2015 

 
Clustered Brittlestem 1 31/10/2015 

 
Coconut Milkcap 1 31/10/2015 

 
Common Bonnet 1 02/11/2015 

 
Common Earthball 2 31/10/2015 

 
Common Inkcap 1 02/11/2015 

 
Conical Brittlestem 1 31/10/2015 

 
Coral Brittlegill 1 31/10/2015 

 
Coral Spot 2 31/10/2015 

 
Crested Coral 1 31/10/2015 

 
Deceiver 1 31/10/2015 

 
Elfin Saddle 2 31/10/2015 

 
Ergot 1 31/10/2015 

 
Eutypa maura 1 25/04/2015 

 
Fly Agaric 1 31/10/2015 

 
Ganoderma 3 31/10/2015 

 
Hairy Curtain Crust 3 31/10/2015 

 
Hare'sfoot Inkcap 1 31/10/2015 



 
Honey Fungus 6 31/10/2015 

 
Illosporiopsis christiansenii 1 25/04/2015 

 
Jelly Ear 3 31/10/2015 

 
Jellybaby 1 31/10/2015 

 
King Alfred's Cakes 4 31/10/2015 

 
Lumpy Bracket 2 31/10/2015 

 
Macrotyphula fistulosa var. contorta 1 31/10/2015 

 
Nitrous Bonnet 1 31/10/2015 

 
Oak Mildew 1 02/11/2015 

 
Ochre Brittlegill 2 31/10/2015 

 
Peeling Oysterling 2 31/10/2015 

 
Peniophora lilacea 1 31/10/2015 

 
Peniophora quercina 1 25/04/2015 

 
Pipe Club 2 31/10/2015 

 
Pleated Inkcap 1 31/10/2015 

 
Poisonpie 2 31/10/2015 

 
Poplar Bracket 1 31/10/2015 

 
Purple Jellydisc 4 31/10/2015 

 
Red Edge Brittlestem 1 31/10/2015 

 
Redlead Roundhead 2 31/10/2015 

 
Scarlet Caterpillarclub 1 31/10/2015 

 
Scarlet Elfcup 1 28/03/2015 

 
Scutellinia olivascens 1 31/10/2015 

 
Shaggy Bracket 1 31/10/2015 

 
Shaggy Inkcap 1 31/10/2015 

 
Shaggy Scalycap 2 31/10/2015 

 
Silverleaf Fungus 1 31/10/2015 

 
Slender Club 1 31/10/2015 

 
Smoky Bracket 1 31/10/2015 

 
Sticky Scalycap 1 31/10/2015 

 
Sulphur Tuft 2 31/10/2015 

 
Sycamore Tarspot 2 02/11/2015 

 
Trooping Funnel 1 31/10/2015 

 
Turkeytail 2 31/10/2015 

 
Ugly Milkcap 1 31/10/2015 

 
Violet Bramble Rust 2 31/10/2015 

 
White Saddle 2 31/10/2015 

 
harvestman (Opiliones) 1 29/08/2015 

 
Mitopus morio 1 29/08/2015 

 
horsetail 9 25/04/2015 

 
Field Horsetail 4 25/04/2015 

 
Wood Horsetail 5 25/04/2015 

 
insect - alderfly (Megaloptera) 3 26/04/2015 

 
Alder Fly 1 25/04/2015 

 
alderflies 2 26/04/2015 

 
insect - beetle (Coleoptera) 29 31/10/2015 

 
Alder Leaf Beetle 7 29/08/2015 

 
Apion frumentarium 1 25/04/2015 

 
beetles 1 25/04/2015 

 
Bradycellus harpalinus 1 29/08/2015 

 
Carabus (Archicarabus) nemoralis 1 25/04/2015 



 
Cream-spot Ladybird 1 26/04/2015 

 
Epuraea (Epuraea) aestiva 1 29/08/2015 

 
Harlequin Ladybird 4 31/10/2015 

 
Iris Flea Beetle 1 25/04/2015 

 
Nebria (Nebria) brevicollis 2 29/08/2015 

 
Orange Ladybird 1 25/04/2015 

 
Paranchus albipes 1 29/08/2015 

 
Patrobus atrorufus 1 29/08/2015 

 
Pterostichus (Platysma) niger 3 25/04/2015 

 
Rain-Clock 2 29/08/2015 

 
Silver-Green Leaf Weevil 1 19/08/2014 

 
insect - butterfly 58 29/08/2015 

 
Brimstone 1 06/04/2015 

 
Comma 1 06/04/2015 

 
Green-veined White 4 19/08/2014 

 
Hedge Brown 1 01/08/2015 

 
Large White 2 26/07/2014 

 
Meadow Brown 11 29/08/2015 

 
Orange-tip 4 26/04/2015 

 
Peacock 4 26/04/2015 

 
Ringlet 1 01/08/2015 

 
Small Copper 2 26/07/2014 

 
Small Skipper 10 29/08/2015 

 
Small Tortoiseshell 2 26/04/2015 

 
Small White 2 25/04/2015 

 
Speckled Wood 13 29/08/2015 

 
insect - caddis fly (Trichoptera) 7 29/08/2015 

 
Anabolia nervosa 1 19/08/2014 

 
Athripsodes aterrimus 1 25/04/2015 

 
Molanna angustata 1 25/04/2015 

 
Mystacides longicornis 3 29/08/2015 

 
Orthotrichia 1 25/04/2015 

 
insect - dragonfly (Odonata) 14 29/08/2015 

 
Blue-tailed Damselfly 1 25/04/2015 

 
Brown Hawker 7 29/08/2015 

 
Common Blue Damselfly 1 19/08/2014 

 
Common Darter 5 29/08/2015 

 
insect - hymenopteran 29 29/08/2015 

 
Buff-Tailed Bumble Bee 2 25/04/2015 

 
Common Carder Bee 7 29/08/2015 

 
Early Bumble Bee 1 19/08/2014 

 
Honey Bee 3 29/08/2015 

 
Ichneumon stramentor 1 29/08/2015 

 
Large Red Tailed Bumble Bee 5 29/08/2015 

 
Oak Apple 1 25/04/2015 

 
Red Ant 1 25/04/2015 

 
Solomon's-seal Sawfly 1 25/04/2015 

 
Tree Bumblebee 5 25/04/2015 

 
White/Buff-tailed Bumblebee workers 1 29/08/2015 

 
White-Tailed Bumble Bee 1 19/08/2014 

 
insect - lacewing (Neuroptera) 4 25/04/2015 



 
Chrysoperla carnea group 3 25/04/2015 

 
Micromus 1 25/04/2015 

 
insect - moth 10 29/08/2015 

 
Antler Moth 2 29/08/2015 

 
Bordered Carl 1 25/04/2015 

 
Bordered Gothic 1 29/08/2015 

 
Golden Pigmy 2 25/04/2015 

 
Hebrew Character 2 25/04/2015 

 
Horse Chestnut 1 25/04/2015 

 
Silver Y 1 29/08/2015 

 
insect - true bug (Hemiptera) 14 29/08/2015 

 
Apple Capsid 1 29/08/2015 

 
Cixius nervosus 1 29/08/2015 

 
Cuckoo-Spit Insect 2 29/08/2015 

 
Forest Bug 1 25/04/2015 

 
Green Shieldbug 1 29/08/2015 

 
Harpocera thoracica 1 25/04/2015 

 
Indet. Aphid 1 25/04/2015 

 
Liocoris tripustulatus 1 29/08/2015 

 
Notostira elongata 1 25/04/2015 

 
Parent Bug 1 19/08/2014 

 
Punctate Corixa 1 25/04/2015 

 
Stenocranus major 1 25/04/2015 

 
Stenodema (Stenodema) laevigata 1 29/08/2015 

 
insect - true fly (Diptera) 37 29/08/2015 

 
Chironomus luridus 2 25/04/2015 

 
Epistrophe eligans 1 25/04/2015 

 
Eristalis arbustorum 2 29/08/2015 

 
Eristalis pertinax 7 25/04/2015 

 
Eristalis tenax 5 29/08/2015 

 
Helophilus pendulus 1 25/04/2015 

 
Leucozona lucorum 1 25/04/2015 

 
Lucilia caesar 1 29/08/2015 

 
Melanostoma scalare 1 25/04/2015 

 
Meniscus Midge 1 25/04/2015 

 
Midge 1 25/04/2015 

 
Non-biting midges 1 25/04/2015 

 
Owl midges & moth flies 1 25/04/2015 

 
Platycheirus albimanus 1 25/04/2015 

 
Platycheirus peltatus 1 29/08/2015 

 
Platycheirus scutatus 1 25/04/2015 

 
Sarcophaga carnaria 1 29/08/2015 

 
Scathophaga stercoraria 1 25/04/2015 

 
St Marks Fly 1 25/04/2015 

 
Syrphus ribesii 3 26/04/2015 

 
Syrphus torvus 1 25/04/2015 

 
Tachina fera 1 29/08/2015 

 
Tipula oleracea 1 29/08/2015 

 
lichen 29 02/11/2015 

 
Caloplaca holocarpa 1 25/04/2015 

 
Candelaria concolor 1 25/04/2015 



 
Candelariella aurella 1 25/04/2015 

 
Candelariella reflexa 2 25/04/2015 

 
Candelariella vitellina f. vitellina 1 25/04/2015 

 
Common Orange Lichen 3 02/11/2015 

 
Flavoparmelia caperata 3 02/11/2015 

 
Lecanora muralis 3 02/11/2015 

 
Lepraria incana 2 25/04/2015 

 
Lepraria lobificans 1 25/04/2015 

 
Melanelixia subaurifera 1 25/04/2015 

 
Netted Shield Lichen 2 25/04/2015 

 
Parmotrema perlatum 3 02/11/2015 

 
Physcia tenella 3 02/11/2015 

 
Ramalina farinacea 1 25/04/2015 

 
Rhizocarpon reductum 1 25/04/2015 

 
liverwort 18 26/04/2015 

 
Bifid Crestwort 3 25/04/2015 

 
Crescent-cup Liverwort 1 25/04/2015 

 
Dilated Scalewort 2 25/04/2015 

 
Even Scalewort 2 25/04/2015 

 
Forked Veilwort 1 25/04/2015 

 
Great Scented Liverwort 3 26/04/2015 

 
Marchantia polymorpha subsp. ruderalis 1 25/04/2015 

 
Metzgeria fruticulosa 1 25/04/2015 

 
Minute Pouncewort 1 25/04/2015 

 
Overleaf Pellia 3 08/05/1991 

 
millipede 5 29/08/2015 

 
Blunt-tailed Snake Millipede 2 25/04/2015 

 
Cylindroiulus britannicus 1 29/08/2015 

 
Polydesmus coriaceus 1 25/04/2015 

 
White-legged Snake Millipede 1 25/04/2015 

 
mollusc 21 25/04/2015 

 
Arion ater agg. 1 25/04/2015 

 
Budapest Keeled Slug 2 25/04/2015 

 
Cepaea 1 25/04/2015 

 
Common Bithynia 1 25/04/2015 

 
Great Ramshorn Snail 1 25/04/2015 

 
Green Cellar Slug 3 25/04/2015 

 
Indet. Pea Mussel 1 25/04/2015 

 
Large Black Slug 2 25/04/2015 

 
Large Red Slug 4 25/04/2015 

 
Oxyloma (Oxyloma) elegans subsp. elegans 1 25/04/2015 

 
Rusty False-keeled Slug 1 25/04/2015 

 
Swan Mussel 1 25/04/2015 

 
White-lipped Snail 1 25/04/2015 

 
Yellow Cellar Slug 1 25/04/2015 

 
moss 51 02/11/2015 

 
Bank Haircap 1 25/04/2015 

 
Bryum dichotomum 1 25/04/2015 

 
Capillary Thread-moss 2 02/11/2015 

 
Common Feather-moss 5 25/04/2015 

 
Common Smoothcap 5 25/04/2015 



 
Creeping Feather-moss 1 02/11/2015 

 
Cypress-leaved Plait-moss 2 08/05/1991 

 
Elegant Bristle-moss 1 25/04/2015 

 
Elegant Silk-moss 1 25/04/2015 

 
Fern-leaved Hook-moss 1 25/04/2015 

 
Fissidentaceae 1 08/05/1991 

 
Frizzled Pincushion 2 25/04/2015 

 
Hart's-tongue Thyme-moss 1 25/04/2015 

 
Heath Plait-moss 2 08/05/1991 

 
Hornschuch's Beard-moss 1 25/04/2015 

 
Lateral Cryphaea 2 25/04/2015 

 
Lesser Bird's-claw Beard-moss 1 25/04/2015 

 
Lesser Pocket-moss 1 25/04/2015 

 
Pointed Spear-moss 2 25/04/2015 

 
Rough-stalked Feather-moss 3 02/11/2015 

 
Silky Forklet-moss 3 08/05/1991 

 
Silver-moss 1 25/04/2015 

 
Springy Turf-moss 2 25/04/2015 

 
Swan's-neck Thyme-moss 6 25/04/2015 

 
Wood Bristle-moss 3 02/11/2015 

 
spider (Araneae) 7 29/08/2015 

 
Araniella cucurbitina 1 29/08/2015 

 
Metellina mengei 1 25/04/2015 

 
Tetragnatha extensa 2 25/04/2015 

 
Tetragnatha montana 3 25/04/2015 

 
springtail (Collembola) 1 29/08/2015 

 
Orchesella villosa 1 29/08/2015 

 
terrestrial mammal 29 25/04/2015 

 
Common Pipistrelle 7 24/04/2015 

 
Daubenton's Bat 2 08/08/2001 

 
Eastern Grey Squirrel 5 25/04/2015 

 
Eurasian Badger 1 25/04/2015 

 
European Rabbit 1 02/05/2014 

 
Field Vole 1 20/03/2015 

 
Red Fox 4 24/04/2015 

 
West European Hedgehog 2 28/09/2012 

 
Wood Mouse 6 20/03/2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 2 SBI Citation for Boggart Hole Clough 

SITES OF BIOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE IN GREATER MANCHESTER 

Greater Manchester Ecology Unit 

Council Offices, Wellington Road, Ashton-Under-Lyne OL6 6DL 

(Private & Confidential) 

SITE NAME : Boggart Hole Clough  

District : Manchester 

LOCATION : Blackley  

GRID REF : SD865025  

GRADE : B 

SITE DESCRIPTION 

A wooded clough which is largely surrounded by urban land and which is, in part, managed as a park by 

Manchester City Council.  The woodland is classified as Ancient (Natural England 2013).  Lowland 

broadleaved woodland is a UK Biodiversity Priority Habitat. 

The clough is steep enough for the tree canopy to be at eye level viewed from the margins.  Canopy 

dominants include beech (pure stands occur), oak, sycamore, downy birch and silver birch.  Ash and 

localised crack willow are also present.  Horse chestnut, lime, whitebeam, cherry, turkey oak and Norway 

maple occur in places.  Large mature Manchester poplars were prominent around some margins and along 

pathways, although many were removed due to disease.  Standing dead elms persist.  The fallen and 

standing deadwood provides substrates for a variety of fungi including birch polypore (Piptoporus betulinus) 

and sulphur tuft (Hypholoma fasiculare). 

In some lateral cloughs a dense understorey occurs but this is sparse in the main clough – which receives 

most visitor pressure and management input.  Species include hawthorn, elder, hazel, holly, crab apple and 

guelder rose.  Regeneration of sycamore, ash, oak and beech is evident.  In localised areas dense stands 

of laurel and the invasive rhododendron occur 

The majority of the site has a poorly developed ground flora; there is much disturbance and bare ground 

caused by trampling.  In more secluded parts the ground flora includes bluebell, enchanter’s nightshade, 

wood false brome, lesser celandine, wavy bittercress, creeping soft-grass, wood avens, remote sedge, 

broad buckler fern and wood sorrel.  There are also extensive liverwort and moss carpets.  Bistort is 

prominent along Boggart Hole Clough, Boggart Hole Brook and elsewhere.  The invasive Japanese 

knotweed and Himalayan balsam are both locally abundant. 

The northern edge of Oliver Clough has extensive planting of alder and birch with goat willow on rough 

grassland.  The southern part of Oliver Clough has a more naturalistic structure and the ground flora is 

denser.  It is predominantly grass with creeping soft-grass and wavy hair-grass.  Additional woodland 

species, which have not been recorded elsewhere on the site, include wild garlic and hard fern. 

 

 

The areas between the woodland are generally species-poor mown amenity grassland.  Small areas of 

acidic grassland with wavy hair-grass and red fescue occur locally on the steep slopes. 



The site provides a very valuable refuge for animal life.  Confirmed breeding birds include blackbird, 

blackcap, blue tit, coal tit, crow, dunnock (UK Biodiversity Priority Species), goldcrest, goldfinch, great tit, 

long-tailed tit, magpie, mistle thrush, nuthatch, robin, song thrush (UK Biodiversity Priority Species), 

treecreeper, wood pigeon and wren.  Probable breeding species include chiffchaff, chaffinch, great spotted 

woodpecker, house sparrow, jay, stock dove and willow warbler.  Grey squirrel and rabbit are regularly 

observed and evidence of fox is also found. 

The park also includes an ornamental lake and a fishing lake.  The wooded island in the centre of the 

ornamental lake supports a heronry and is extensively grazed by geese.  The fishing lake has some 

marginal vegetation including great hairy willowherb and soft rush.  Confirmed breeding birds associated 

with the water bodies include coot, great crested grebe, little grebe, mallard, moorhen and reed bunting.  

Mute swan is a probable breeder with wintering goosander and tufted duck. 

Butterflies recorded include speckled wood and meadow brown. 

Additional information supplied by the Greater Manchester Bird Recording Group.  The habitat figures given 

are an approximation and are only intended to give an indication of the relative proportions of each habitat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 3 – National Vegetation Classification W10 

Pedunculate Oak – Bracken – Bramble Woodland 

This is the typical woodland of base poor lowland woodland ie neutral to acid woodlands.  Characteristic species of 

the canopy are oak and birch usually pedunculate oak and silver birch but sessile oak or downy birch can be present 

as can the hybrids that occur between both oaks and both birch.   Ash is the commonest secondary element of the 

canopy with alder present in wetter areas.    

The shrub layer and secondary canopy is usually fairly open and characterised by rowan, holly, hazel and elder.  

Guelder rose can be present in wetter areas as can bird cherry and crab apple.  Honeysuckle and ivy are also typical 

species. 

Ground flora is usually a mosaic of patches dominated by one main species, such as bluebell, bramble, bracken and 

creeping soft grass.  Broad-leaved buckler fern can also be abundant as can lesser celandine and wood anemone in 

damper areas and wood sorrel in free draining more acid areas.    

Other ground flora species commonly found in W10 around Greater Manchester include remote sedge, red campion, 

enchanters nightshade, wood avens, greater stitchwort, yellow pimpernel and herb Robert with opposite leaved 

golden saxifrage, pendulous sedge, and great wood-rush along brooks and flushes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


