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BOGGART HOLE CLOUGH COMMUNITY ACTION TRUST 
Protecting and revitalizing Boggart Hole Clough Ancient Woodland Park 

 

Boggart Hole Clough Natural Community Space 
 

Boggart Hole Clough Community Action Trust was formed in 1999 with the aim of making the Clough (a north Manchester park) a thriving place 

for people and wildlife through conservation-led infrastructure improvements and facilitating greater appreciation and usage. The Trust is run by 

volunteers and membership is open to everyone. We work in partnership with, among many others, the Clough’s owners, Manchester City Council 

(MCC). We hold quarterly Open Meetings with Council representatives enabling community participation in Park management and planning. These 

meetings have, among other outcomes, initiated 4 further ongoing activities:                   

 

 
1. Wildlife Regeneration. Since 2002, one day every week (intention 

to increase number of days), volunteers have been carrying out 

conservation management tasks restoring the biodiversity of the 

Clough’s Woodland (semi-natural broadleaf) and Waterways (brooks 

& ponds). A plan is being developed to enrich the biodiversity of the 

Lake by installing island reed beds. We hope MCC and Natural 

England will designate the Clough (a Site of Biological Importance) 

as a Local Nature Reserve later this year.   

 

 
2. Musical Picnics. Since 2003, when music was reintroduced to the 

Clough after an absence of 30 years, summer afternoon musical 

events have been enjoyed including several small ensemble concerts 

by the Lake (with regular audiences of 60 people) and a Teddy Bears 

Picnic in the Woodland.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 
3. Wheels For All. Since 2005, one day per week, scheme enabling 

disabled people to ride adapted cycles under supervision on the 

Clough’s athletics track. Five adapted cycles have been bought, 

others loaned. On average 30 people attend each session. Intention to 

extend scheme to include non-adapted cycles, people of all abilities 

and more days per week. Thanks to Zest for this photo.                           

 

 
4. Heritage Exploration. In 2006 we launched project to promote 

greater appreciation of the Clough’s history & environment. A 

Boggart Festival was held on Midsummer’s Day involving 7 local 

primary schools: 300 children exhibited & performed work exploring 

the mythology of Boggarts and the ecology of their Ancient 

Woodland habitat. We intend involving local people in further 

creative research – archaeological, archival, ecological, …                                                                          

These 4 projects (activities/events) are designed to appeal to and be inclusive of all communities particularly the under-represented such as culturally 

diverse groups, families with young children, older people, disabled people, and people with learning difficulties. By bringing people together these 

projects improve communication and understanding thereby increasing community cohesion. The projects also aim to reduce crime and anti-social 

behaviour in the Clough by encouraging its use as a safe recreational area. Promoting these projects will raise the profile of the Clough and attract 

more people to this Natural Community Space. 
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