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Summary
The study was commissioned by Manchester City Council as part of a Clean City Project
supported with Section 106 money associated with the adjacent development of the former
Booth Hall Children’s Hospital to carry out improvements to 8.9ha of woodland known as
Bailey’s Wood, located off Grange Park Road, Charlestown, grid reference SD867 032
Part of Bailey’s Wood is on the provisional Inventory Register of Ancient Woodland for Greater
Manchester and a grade C Site of Biological Importance (SBI).
The aims of the commission were to assess the ecological condition of the whole SBI and
make management proposals, for the area of the SBI under Manchester City Council
ownership. The assessment also included the western end of the SBI outside of MCC
ownership and the planted/naturally regenerating woodland on the slopes above and to the
north of the SBI.
The ecological assessment consisted of a desk top study involving old maps, aerial
photography, a local record search, viewing old SBI reviews, verbal communication with City
Council staff, Natural England GIS data search and a search of local photo libraries. Field
survey consisted of two walk-over surveys primarily looking at the vegetation and two bird
surveys.
Management proposals were based on the findings of the assessment supplemented with
ecological information recorded for the neighbouring Boggart Hole Clough and other ancient
woodland nearby such as Prestwich Clough and Mere Clough all currently in a better
condition.

Map 1 – Location Plan

1.0

PURPOSE, SCOPE AND CONTEXT OF THIS REPORT

1.1

Brief

1.1.1 The Greater Manchester Ecology Unit (GMEU) was commissioned by Manchester City
Council to carry out an ecological assessment of Bailey’s Wood, Charlestown as part of a
project funded by Clean City Funding and section 106 monies associated with the
redevelopment of Booth Hall Hospital, to improve the City Council’s understanding of this key
wildlife asset and make recommendations on how the site could be ecological enhanced.
Other key issues of the project include informal recreational access, health and safety,
community involvement and removal of fly tipping.

1.1.2 Information from the assessment as well as informing management is also likely to be
utilise for interpretation and promotion of the site.

1.2

Relevant Experience

The author has a degree in Ecology from Durham University and is a chartered Environmentalist
and full member of the IEEM.
He has over 30 years of experience working in the fields of ecology and countryside management,
his first paid work as an ecologist occurring in 1984.
From 1998 to 2013 he acted as Bury Council’s ecologist and from 2013 to the present worked as
an ecologist at the Greater Manchester Ecology Unit.
Previous relevant experience includes the produced management plans for Prestwich Clough,
Prestwich, Mid Wood, Philip Park, Whitefield, Chesham Woods, Bury and WGS management plans
for two woodlands in Rochdale as well as Prestwich Clough, Mere Clough and Mid Wood.

1.3

Site Description

The wood is located off Charlestown Road/Grange Park Road, Charlestown behind the site of
the former Booth Hall Children’s Hospital, grid reference SD865032.
The site is part of a complex of Clough woodlands associated with the Irk Valley, which also
includes Boggart Hole Clough. Part of Baileys Wood is ancient woodland, the remainder
consists of secondary semi-natural broadleaved woodland. The central section of the
woodland has been tipped and the Brook associated with the valley culverted in this area. The
culvert appears to have collapsed/become blocked resulting in part of the valley being
flooded.
Social housing is located to the north of the wood, with a linear amenity space separating the
housing from the woodland, the land to the south formerly Booth Hall Children’s Hospital is
currently being developed as private housing. A significant amount of fly tipping is present
along the northern boundary down to the valley floor in places. Natural regeneration and
some planting has occurred on the slope between the SBI and the amenity space.
Maintained public access is currently limited to a footpath that cuts across the Wood from the
junction of Charlestown Rd and Grange Park Road through to Lander Grove and a path along
the top of the northern slope in the eastern end of the wood. Pedestrian access is also
possible along the northern edge of the woodland within the amenity space.

2.0

Ecological Assessment

The assessment was based on desk top research and site visits.

2.1

Desk Top Assessment

The following information was utilised:









2.2

Greater Manchester Local Records Centre
Previous SBI Reviews and field notes.
Historic Maps - Manchester Archives – online
Baileys Wood Development Plan – Groundwork - March 2008
Baileys Wood Management Plan – MCC - August 2009
2011 aerial survey
Land Registry
Natural England’s Ancient Woodland Inventory

Field Survey

Site visits included a botanical survey on the 2nd April 2015 by David Dutton and Hannah Holt,
a site visit on 17th April by David Dutton and Steve Atkins, a bird survey on 7th May by Steve
Atkins and David Dutton and a second bird survey on 5th June 2015 by Steve Atkins. All
surveys were carried out at an optimal time. These surveys were supplemented by casual
sitings during other site visits over the summer.

2.3

Limitations of Assessment and Survey

The GMEU has not been actively involved in the site historically. Information on past
management is therefore likely to be incomplete.
As with all time restricted field surveys, the species lists produced are simply a snap shot of
what was present and evident at the time. The botanical recorder also has a tendency to fail
to record common and widespread species. Species present on the site will therefore have
been omitted as illustrated by the species list compiled during the SBI review in 2014 which
includes species not recorded in 2015.

2.4

Findings of Desk Top Assessment

2.4.1 GM Local Record Centre
A search was made for protected species, designated sites and section 41 species within 1km
of the site. Maps of the findings can be found within Appendix 2
This found:


The only designated species from within the site were song thrush and dunnock both
UK Priority species listed under section 41 of the NERC Act 2006.



In addition to Bailey’s Wood, the only other designated site is Boggart Hole Clough
located to the south of Bailey’s Wood and designated an SBI and Local Nature Reserve.



The only protected species recorded within 1km of the site were bats including
common pipistrelle, soprano pipistrelle and daubentons bat.



Other S41 species recorded included bullfinch, lapwing, starling and white-fronted
goose.



A heronry has been recorded at Boggart Hole Clough.



The nearest statutory protected site is the Rochdale Canal SAC approximately 2.4 miles
to the east.

2.4.2 SBI Reviews
The SBI citation can be found in appendix 1. Key points from the citation are:


The original site visit in 1990 noted that the western end of the site was acid grassland
with scattered scrub.



The most recent citation is from May 2008. The site was however reviewed on the 15th
May 2014 when it was decided no changes were required to the citation. The only
notable species not previously recorded included yellow pimpernel and blackcap.



The side is grade C i.e. of local importance for the north of Manchester.



Part of the site is identified as ancient on Natural England’s Inventory of Ancient
Woodland for Greater Manchester and Merseyside 2007.

Baileys wood SBI Boundary
Extent of designated ancient woodland
Map 2 - Extent of ancient woodland



Bailey’s Wood is Lowland mixed deciduous woodland a UK Biodiversity Priority habitat.
Native woodlands are also a Greater Manchester Biodiversity Priority Habitat.



The western end of the site is more open with areas of acid grassland and developing
secondary woodland.



There are stands of invasive species such as Japanese knotweed and rhododendron.



There are a number of common song bird species found within the wood including song
thrush and dunnock, both UK Biodiversity Priority species.



The woodland suffers from fly tipping.

2.4.3 Historic Maps and Photographs


The first edition OS map circa 1848, largely supports Natural England’s ancient
woodland inventory with woodland largely confined to the ancient woodland boundary
and the western end of the SBI probably farmland, with trees along the Brook and a
bleach works between the western end of the SBI and Rochdale Rd.



There is evidence from the first edition map that the ancient woodland boundary is
inaccurate, with the SE section of ancient woodland appearing as farmland/ornamental
garden attached to Booth Hall.



The valley to the east of the ancient woodland is wooded on the 1st edition OS base.



This situation does not particularly change for the next 100 years, the 1952 OS base
showing similar areas wooded, the only changes being development to the South and
east of the woodland but farmland (Dam Head Farm) still to the north and west.



Manchester Image collection has a series of photographs dated 1973 recording the
development of Dam Head Farm as housing to the north of Bailey’s Wood

Baileys Wood circa 1973 showing tipped slope

2.4.4 Bailey’s Wood Development Plan – March 2008
This plan was produced by Groundwork Manchester, Salford and Trafford.
this Plan were:

Key points from



24 members of the local community responded to a consultation on the production of
the plan.



The priorities for the local community were:
o
o

Clean up the site with Northwards Housing
Install bins and dog bins

Followed by:
o
o

Reduce off road bikes
Improve path surfaces for disabled

Long term aims included:
o Nature walk and leaflet
o Educational activities for local schools
o Install interpretation panels.


A vision was created for the woods which was:
“to create, in 10 years a community woodland, which due to the ancient woodland
element, is extremely bio-diverse. It will offer the local community access to a clean,
safe environment, providing a high quality recreational and educational facility that is
connected to the wider Irk Valley green spaces.”



References were made to past management which included:
o planting of hazel and pines in early 1990’ s along the edges of the ancient
woodland.
o In 2002 access improvement works and controls were installed through a
partnership between the Irk Valley project and Crosslee TRA, which were
subsequently heavily vandalised.




At that time MCC had an annual maintenance budget for the site of £4000.

2.4.5

Bailey’s Wood Management Plan 1/04/2011 to 1/04/2031

This plan produced by MCC was produced utilising the Forestry Commission’s Management
plan template. Key points include:


The wood received WIG funding in 2000 for around 0.55ha of thinning; and a new path
created by BTCV along the northern edge of the wood.



A knee rail was introduced along the northern boundary in around 2000 to stop cars
being dumped in the wood.



The long term vision was that it should be an important refuge for ancient woodland
biodiversity and provide a safe and welcoming recreational resource for walkers and
local people.



Management objectives included:







To manage the woodland in accordance with UK Woodland Assurance standard
Percentage of locally native tree species in the canopy at least 85%
Saplings in open areas at around 2500 trees per hectare.
30m3 of dead wood per hectare.
Keep clear of litter and fly tipping.
No rhododendron and Japanese knotweed on the site.

 The target NVC community was W10. (see appendix 6)
 Natural regeneration was good in the western end of the wood particularly of oak.
 Increasing public access in to the body of the woodland was not desirable.

2.4.6 Aerial Photography
The most recent aerial photograph (2011) demonstrates the wooded nature of the SBI
but also illustrates how the woodland is naturally regenerating beyond the SBI
boundary up to the footpath below the housing estate.

2.4.7 Land Ownership
Information supplied my MCC on its ownership is shown below.

Map 3 - Manchester City Council Land Ownership

A land registry search found just one land owner for the western end of Baileys Wood.
The title deed indicated a small area of overlap with MCC and that they also own the
derelict land between the SBI and Rochdale Road.

2.5

Finding of Field Survey

2.5.1 Vegetation Survey
The site was surveyed on the 2nd April 2015 by David Dutton with assistance from Hannah
Holt a student placement. This was a walk over survey, with species abundance recorded
using the DAFOR system (dominant, abundant, frequent, occasional and rare).
This confirmed the findings of previous surveys/description of the characteristic canopy,
understorey and ground flora species. A full species list can be found in appendix 3.
The main findings were:


Himalayan balsam is colonising the site from the Rochdale Road end of the SBI (not
previously recorded) and has now extended as far as tipped area below the former
Booth Hall Hospital.



The woodland at the eastern end of the site, which roughly correlates to the
ancient woodland and defined on the northern boundary be remnant hawthorn
hedge has a canopy characterised by sycamore and oak with occasional mature
beech. Ground layer and shrub layer are sparse, with a mosaic of bluebell, and
creeping soft grass.



The remnants of hedgerows that formed the historic boundary of the wood can be
traced in a number of locations along the northern boundary and in places along

the southern boundary.

2.5.2



Natural regeneration and possible planting occurs on the northern boundary above
the hedgerow and includes semi-mature oak, birch and hazel.



Part of the valley floor is flooded in the central section of the site corresponding to
just beyond the start of the culvert.



The tipped slope is characterised by dense young ash and willow trees, with the
plateau above the tipping characterised by hawthorn.



The western end of the woodland corresponding to the former farmland has
regenerated as oak birch woodland with a more acid ground flora with creeping soft
grass, hard fern and Polytrichum spp indicative. Tall ruderal species characterise
the Brook.



The western end of the site near Rochdale Rd is heavily infested with Japanese
knotweed, which is also scattered through much of the western end of the site.



Ancient woodland indicators for GM (as defined by GM SBI guidelines 2008) include
wood anemone, bluebell, and soft shield fern, other woodland indicator species
include wood horsetail, wood avens, bistort, creeping soft-grass, scaley male fern,
hard fern, hart’s tongue fern, male fern, herb Robert, and pendulous sedge.



There is dense regeneration of hawthorn and ash on the northern slopes towards
the western end above the SBI. Within this is evidence of ornamental planting and
possibly a community orchard as there are a number of apple trees that are fairly
evenly spaced.



In general access is poor, with well used paths restricted to those at the eastern
end of the site and above the northern boundary. There are however some poorly
utilised desire lines at the western end looping in to the wood and back out and a
route probably utilised by children/youths from Rochdale Rd up to the amenity
grassland off Rockmead Drive.



There is still a major problem with fly tipping above the northern slope.

Bird Surveys
Casual records were collected during the vegetation survey on the 2nd April and during
a site visit on the 17th April. Formal common bird surveys occurred on the 7th May
and 5th June.
This significantly increased our knowledge of the bird population associated with the
site as previous SBI reviews had only made casual records. A full species list can be
found in appendix 4.
The main findings include:

 Twenty six species recorded, including bullfinch, starling, house sparrow dunnock
and song thrush all UK Biodiversity priority species as well as great spotted
woodpecker, sparrowhawk and nuthatch.
 All species are common and widespread with woodpigeon, magpie, robin and wren
particularly evident.
 House sparrow and starling are probably breeding in the surrounding houses and
foraging on the site.
 Two of the species Canada geese and swift were recorded flying over.

3.0
3.1

Discussion
Previous Initiatives
There have been at least three previous initiatives since 2000 to kick-start
management of Bailey’s Wood and probably more. These include:
 The two Management plans that have been reviewed.
 The access improvement of 2002 reported in the 2008 plan in partnership with the
Crosslees TRA.
 A WIG scheme implement in 2000
In addition tree planting is reported from the 1990’s and it appears that fruit trees
were planted at some point above the SBI below Sanderstead Drive.

3.1.1 Common issues include improvements to access, habitat improvements to the
woodland, measures to combat fly tipping and off-road motorbikes and engagement of
the local community. These issues still apply to a greater or lesser extent.

3.1.2 It will be important for those involved and living on the estate who may have been
involved in previous initiatives to demonstrate continuity with these previous initiatives
and a commitment to see this initiative through. Involvement of the local TRA’s and
Housing Associations appears to have been particularly important in the production of
the 2008 management plan.

3.1.3 Previous initiative have met with some success. The knee rail to prevent cars being
dumped appears to have been a success though some sections are now missing and it
is assumed the planting has been a success as there are areas of hazel north of the SBI
though no evidence of pine. There is also little evidence of off-road motorbikes in the
wood, though this may be as much due to dense natural regeneration restricting
access. Fly tipping is still however a problem, access is generally poor and there is
significant scope for biodiversity enhancement.

3.2

Access/Recreational Use
Currently formal access in to the site is limited.
A hard surfaced footpath runs from the junction of Charlestown Rd and Grange Park Rd
across the site to Lander Grove used it would appear primarily as cut through from the
Estate rather than to visit the Woods.

Map 4 – Indicative location of access routes

The only other formal path within the Wood is one that runs just inside the northern
edge of the wood from the hard surface path south of Earby Drive for several hundred
meters west wards before exiting the Wood on to the amenity grassland. This is
possibly the path mentioned as being created in 2002.
According to the OS there is also a public footpath running from the junction of
Charlestown Rd and Grange Park Rd initially contiguous with the surface path but
veering to the east following the backs of the houses on Selkirk Drive and Grange
through to St John Bosco RC Primary School. There is no evidence on the ground that
this path ever existed.
There is a well-used route just outside the woodland running along the northern
boundary from one end of the wood through to Rockmead Drive.
There are some desire lines at the western end of the wood including one along the
valley floor below the tipping and another route links through to Rochdale Rd, at the
time of the survey subject to significant ‘DIY’ mountain bike works.

3.2.1 There is an acknowledged need to improve access, including improved linkage to the
Irk Valley and Boggart Hole Clough. The Bailey’s Wood Management Plan by MCC
however concluded that access in to the wood itself was not desirable owing to the
steepness of the slopes. I would disagree with this as the only way to make the
woodland better integrated in to the wider Irk Valley and linked to Boggart Hole Clough
would be to create a circular route ideally through to Rochdale Rd, though as a second
best option along the bottom of Bailey’s Wood from the existing path from Charlestown
Rd as far as ownership allows to bring back up the northern side of the wood.

3.3

Community Participation
Previous initiatives reference Dam Head RA and Crosslee TRA as well as Northwards
Housing which has a housing office on White Moss Rd. These are clearly key
participants there are however other potential stakeholders.

3.3.1 The close proximity of the Friends of Boggart Hole Clough lends itself to an expanded
group covering both sites: neither group need lose its identity but having a joint
strategic outlook would improve access to City Council officers and volunteer sector
staff with limited time for evening meetings and potentially widen funding options.

3.3.2 The private dwellings on the former Booth Hall Children’s Hospital present an
opportunity for targeting new faces (both for Boggart Hole Clough and Bailey’s Wood).
Engagement with the developer to assist in the process could be sought.

3.3.3 Involvement of young people is often another key component in ensuring the success
of open space management. The local primaries and any youth groups based on the
Dam Head estate should be involved in any consultation as well as invited to
participate in practical and educational activities.

3.3.4 There appears to be just one private owner of the western end of Bailey’s Wood who
also owns the yard off Rochdale Rd though there is a slight discrepancy between the
eastern end of the private ownership and western end of MCC ownership, with a small
area of overlap and a small gap. To maximise access opportunities and in order to
control invasive species some form of management agreement will be required with
this stakeholders. Public ownership is believed to be divided between different
sections of the Council.

3.5

Habitat Management
The majority of the site is broad leaved woodland a combination of ancient seminatural and secondary woodland. The ancient woodland is heavily modified with what
is probably landscape planting from the 19th century still dominating much of the
canopy. In contrast the secondary woodland is much more natural having regenerated
on relatively steep slopes of what was once agricultural land. Remnants of agricultural
hedges can still be seen around the historic boundary of the woodland. A stream runs
through the woodland other than for a culverted section now blocked resulting in a
flooded area of the valley. I agree with that the natural woodland type for Bailey’s
Wood would be NVC W10 Lowland mixed oak woodland.
Common management threads in previous plans include control of invasive and nonnative species under-planting with native trees and shrubs though the MCC report
notes that natural regeneration of ash and oak appeared good and that under-planting
may not be necessary. Woodland management through selective felling and coppicing
is also recommended.

3.5.1 I agree that Schedule 9 part 2 invasive species should be controlled. Given the extent
and difficulty of the terrain it is likely to take a programme over at least two years and
probably more to eradicate species such as Japanese knotweed and Himalayan balsam.

Rhododendron and balsam could be controlled through volunteer action, though in the
case of Himalayan balsam volunteers are only likely to keep this species in check ie
prevent it spreading up the Wood as the further down the Wood the denser this species
becomes.

3.5.2 In general I agree with the approach proposed by MCC with regards to beech and
sycamore. Removal of natural regeneration of sycamore and beech by volunteers will
ensure that ash and oak saplings form the next generation of canopy species. I also
support low key selective felling of non-native species primarily sycamore to assist
young oak and ash reach the canopy and diversify the age structure. This work is
likely to require a contractor as the size of the trees is probably beyond normal risk
assessment guidelines for volunteer felling. However certificated volunteer may be
able to tackle some of the medium to large trees.

3.5.3 I agree in general that under-planting with canopy species is not justified as such
species are currently freely regenerating. There is however an argument for selective
planting of shrub layer species typical of NVC W10 woodland. Hazel, holly and
hawthorn have been previously recommended, species typical of NVC W10 woodland,
hawthorn and holly are however regenerating naturally within the woodland.

3.5.4 The ground layer under the ancient woodland and secondary woodland to the east
contains some good patches of typical species such as bluebell, bistort and creeping
soft grass but there are large also areas of bare ground. The exact reason for this is
unclear and some bare ground is a natural feature of woodland, but it is probably a
combination of an even aged mature canopy (including beech) producing too much
shade and to a lesser extent disturbance.

3.5.5 The species diversity is also low for an ancient woodland. The only indicator species
that is relatively common is bluebell, with wood horsetail locally abundant. Wood
anemone and soft shield fern are very rare. (and found in areas outside the ancient
woodland). Yellow pimpernel was recorded in 2014 but not in 2015. Comparison with
other ancient woodlands in North Manchester such as Boggart Hole and Prestwich
Cloughs show that a number of typical species are either very rare or absent, such as
ramson, wood anemone, lesser celandine, opposite leaved golden saxifrage, greater
stitchwort and red campion.

3.5.6 The ground layer at the western end of the woodland is more natural and less
disturbed, indicative of secondary woodland of relatively unimproved/inaccessible
agricultural slopes, consisting of grasses, ferns and mosses, with tall herb along the
Brook. As the canopy becomes increasingly closed it is likely more bare ground will
develop.

3.5.7 The bird species recorded such as blue tit, chaffinch and blackbird are typical of an
urban woodland, consisting of good populations of species adapted to both gardens
where they are probably fed and woodland which will provide nesting habitat, with
small numbers of more specialist woodland species such as nuthatch, great spotted
woodpecker and jay. Possibly the most notable records are the good numbers of
bullfinch a UK priority species which whilst not rare is also not often recorded so
frequently at any one site.

3.5.8 The Brook is referred to as Dam Head Brook, (though I am not sure of the origin of the
name) has some scope for better use. The flooding caused presumably by the tipping
and blockage from the hospital side could be enhanced as a permanent water feature
or the Brook reopened subject to feasibility as it is not clear why it was culverted or
even if it was culverted. More information is required both in terms of water quality,
the hydrology of the site and whether there are any consented (or unconsented)
discharges.

3.5.9 There appear to be a significant number of apple trees scattered just above the SBI
boundary but within the natural regeneration. One tree could be discounted as a
random apple core but there appear to be too many and at too regular intervals,
indicating perhaps a community orchard project.

4.0

Recommendations

4.1

A dialogue with the local TRA needs to be opened in partnership with Northward
Housing and other stakeholders that may wish to become involved such as the Friends
of Boggart Hole Clough, other landowners and local schools. Given the number of
previous consultations the local residents may not require or wish to go over old
ground and simply see action. If this is the case as a minimum the recommendations
of this report coupled with any dropped from previous plans should be presented to
them for comment.

4.2

Additional access is required in to Bailey’s Wood to enable both a circular route within
the Wood itself and enable Bailey’s Wood to become part of the network of sites in the
Irk Valley. The priority should therefore be to create an access off Rochdale Road
either utilising the existing desire land or making use of any redevelopment
opportunities that may arise in the derelict land behind the billboards. See map 4 for
potential routes.

4.3

Interpretation panels are probably not warranted or advisable at this stage given the
fate of previous attempts. A leaflet is also not warranted whilst access is limited. Sign
boards at entrances with contact numbers should however be provided to raise the
profile of the site.

4.4

Remove fly tipping and any vandalised infrastructure.

4.5

Selective felling of mature sycamore should be carried out in the ancient woodland
compartment. To maintain structure no more than 10 trees per annum should be
removed.

4.6

Volunteers should remove all sycamore and beech (and turkey oak) regeneration in all
compartments of the wood.

4.7

Japanese knotweed, rhododendron and balsam should be controlled, through a
combination of contractor and volunteer action.

4.8

Limited under-planting of shrub species not already present/regenerating. This would
primarily be hazel (90%) with guelder rose in wet areas along flushes and the brook
and occasional crab apple. Honeysuckle would also be appropriate. All stock should be
local provenance.

4.9

(Re) introduce appropriate woodland ground flora species typical of NVC W10, that are
already common across Greater Manchester in to the ancient woodland compartment
where shade is not too dense nor competition from ruderal species. Appropriate
species are listed above under section 3.5.5

4.10 Other potential species are those typical of wet woodland along the edges of the brook,
these include great wood-rush, opposite leaved golden saxifrage, large bitter-cress,
marsh marigold and meadowsweet in more open areas.

4.11 Clear back natural regeneration around apple trees.
4.12 Thin dense natural regeneration on northern slopes above SBI to approximately 2m
spacing. Remove non-native species first, then native species eg syacamore and horse
chestnut not typical of NVC W10 community eg beech, then prioritise birch and oak
over other species.

4.13 Hold bird box making workshops to put up on both local houses/gardens and within the
woods.

5.0

Conclusion

Bailey’s Wood is not in positive management for wildlife, has poor access and suffers from fly
tipping. Without improvements to access and community engagement other works will
quickly fail with fly tipping and invasive species quickly returning and whilst some habitat
interventions may establish without any further input, this would not be good value for
money.
Such works are however ways of engaging local people and school children and would
therefore be an important element in generating community participation and action.

Appendix 1 – SBI Citation

SITES OF BIOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE IN GREATER MANCHESTER
Greater Manchester Ecology Unit
Tameside MBC, Wellington Road, Ashton-under-Lyne OL6 6DL
(Private & Confidential)
SITE NAME : Bailey’s Wood
LOCATION : Charlestown

District : Manchester
GRID REF : SD865032

GRADE : C

SITE DESCRIPTION
A lowland mixed deciduous woodland in a steep sided clough system north of Booth Hall Hospital.
The woodland at the eastern end of the site has been identified as Ancient (Natural England 2007)
and all of it is a UK Biodiversity Priority Habitat. Ancient Woodland is rare in Manchester City and this
SBI is situated within 200m of another Ancient Woodland site (Boggart Hole Clough - Grade C).
Together these two woodlands represent a significant amount of wooded habitat in the north of the
District of Ancient Woodland.
The woodland canopy is largely dominated by sessile oak with locally dominant sycamore and
abundant ash. Silver birch, downy birch and crack willow also occur. There are some planted
beech, poplars, lime, Norway maple, Turkey oak and sweet chestnut particularly on the margins
adjacent to the hospital. The understorey includes hazel, holly, elder, hawthorn, goat willow and grey
willow together with regeneration of ash, oak, rowan and beech. Standing dead wood is present.
The ground flora is dominated by creeping soft-grass with bluebell, wood avens, broad buckler fern,
bistort, bramble, hard fern, wood horsetail, enchanter’s nightshade, lesser celandine, remote sedge,
hedge garlic and rosebay willowherb. The garden escape Spanish bluebell is also present. Giant
fescue and bracken are also recorded. In places where the canopy is particularly dense, the ground
flora is sparse or absent and there is much bare ground on the steep valley sides. Small areas of
flushed damp habitats within the woodland support great hairy willowherb, remote sedge, lady fern,
thalloid liverworts and yellow flag iris.
In the west of the site, areas of acid grassland with scattered scrub and developing woodland occur.
The acid grassland supports abundant tormentil and Polytrichum moss together with heather, heath
bedstraw, common sorrel, hard fern, wavy hair-grass, common bent, crested dog’s tail, hairy sedge,
soft rush and bramble.
In the north of the site a small area of marshy grassland occurs in association with scattered scrub
and trees. The marsh vegetation includes great hairy willowherb, soft rush, reed canary-grass, tufted
hair-grass, wood horsetail, which was not apparent on the recent survey, common sedge and purple
moor-grass. Hard rush is also recorded together with a small pond. The trees and scrub include dog
rose, sycamore, grey willow and bramble.
There are small stands of the invasive species Rhododendron and Japanese knotweed. The
Japanese knotweed is particularly abundant at the west end of the site and the adjacent land outside
the SBI.
Birds present include song thrush (UK Biodiversity Priority Species), dunnock, blackbird, robin, great
tit and chiffchaff with great spotted woodpecker and wren recorded in the past. Butterflies present
include speckled wood with other records including red admiral and large skipper.
The woodland suffers from fly tipping and burnt out cars have been dumped on the site. Despite this
and its very urban location, much of the woodland is relatively undisturbed as the very steep slopes
limit access. Parts of the site are managed by Manchester City Council.
The habitat figures given are an approximation and are only intended to give an indication of the
relative proportions of each habitat.

Appendix 2 – Local Records Information

Appendix 3 – Species Lists
English Name

Latin Name

Wood Horsetail
Field Horsetail
Hard Fern
Hart’s Tongue
Soft shield-fern
Male Fern
Scaley Male Fern
Broad Buckler-Fern
Lady Fern
Bracken

Equisetum sylvatica
Equisetum arvense
Blechnum spicant
Phyllitis scolopendrium
Polystichum setiferum
Dryopteris filix-mas
Dryopteris affinis
Dryopteris dilatata
Athyrium filix-femina
Pteridium aquilinum

Lesser Celandine
Wood Anemone
Creeping Buttercup
Garlic Mustard
Tutsan
Common Lime (canopy)
Herb Robert
Himalayan Balsam
Sycamore (canopy)
Norway Maple
Horse Chestnut (sap)
Holly (saplings)
Bramble
Wood Avens
Cherry
Cherry Laurel
Hawthorn (canopy)
Hawthorn (saplings)
Rowan
Apple
Red Currant
Great Willowherb
Broad-leaved Willowherb
Rosebay Willowherb
Enchanters Nightshade
Ivy
Dogwood
Hogweed
Bistort
Japanese Knotweed
Broad-leaved Dock
Stinging Nettle
Wych Elm
Silver Birch (canopy)
Hazel (canopy)
Beech (canopy)
Beech (saplings)
Oak (canopy)
Red Oak
Turkey Oak (canopy)

Ranunculus ficaria
Anemone nemorosa
Ranunculus repens
Alliaria petiolata
Hypericum androsaemum
Tilia x vulgaris
Geranium robertianum
Impatiens glandulifera
Acer pseudoplatanus
Acer platinoides
Aesculus hippocastanum
Ilex aquifolium
Rubus fruticosus agg.
Geum urbanum
Prunus spp
Prunus laurocerasus
Crataegus monogyna
Crataegus monogyna
Sorbus aucuparia
Malus domestica
Ribes rubrum
Epilobium hirsutum
Epilobium montanum
Chamerion angustifolium
Circaea lutetiana
Hedera helix
Cornus spp
Heracleum sphondylium
Persicaria bistorta
Fallopia japonica
Rumex obtusifolius
Urtica dioica
Ulmus glabra
Betula pendula
Corylus avellana
Fagus sylvatica
Fagus sylvatica
Quercus spp
Quercus rubra
Quercus cerris

Abundance
2015
O
LA
LA
R
R
R
R
R
R
LA

Recorded
2014
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O
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Crack Willow (canopy)
Goat Willow (canopy)
Poplar
Rhododendron
Yellow Pimpernell
Ash (canopy)
Ash (saplings)
Hedge Bindweed
Large Bindweed
Figwort
Ivy-leaved speedwell
Ribwort Plantain
Sweet Woodruff
Elder
Ragwort
Dandelion
Soft Rush
Bluebell
Hybrid Bluebell
Daffodil
Monbretia
Broad-leaved Helleborine
Pendulous Sedge
Remote Sedge
Creeping Soft-Grass
Reed Canary-Grass
Rough Meadow-Grass

Salix fragilis
Salix caprea
Populus spp
Rhododendron ponticum
Lysimachia nemorum
Fraxinus excelsior
Fraxinus excelsior
Calystegia sepium
Calystegia silvatica
Scrophularia nodosa
Veronica hederifolia
Plantago lanceolata
Galium odoratum
Sambucus nigra
Senecio jacobaea
Taraxacum officinale agg.
Juncus effusus
Hyacinthoides non-scriptus
Hyacinthoides x hispanica
Narcissus spp
Crocosmia spp
Epipaticis helleborine
Carex pendula
Carex remota
Holcus mollis
Phalaris arundinacea
Poa trivialis

R
LA
R
O
O
A
R
O
R
R
R
R
O
R
R
R
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R
R
LO
R
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Appendix 4 – Bird Species List
Species
Magpie
Jay
Carrion Crow
Starling
Great Spotted Woodpecker
Wood Pigeon
Canada Goose
Sparrowhawk
Swift
Grey Wagtail
Blackcap
Chiffchaff
Willow Warbler
Blue Tit
Great Tit
Long Tailed Tit
Chaffinch
Bullfinch
Goldfinch
Blackbird
Mistle Thrush
Song Thrush
Redwing
Robin
Dunnock
House Sparrow
Wren
Nuthatch

Latin name
Pica pica
Garrulus glandarius
Corvus corone
Sturnus vulgaris
Dendrocopos major
Columba palumbus
Branta canadensis
Accipiter nisus
Apus apus
Sylvia atricapilla
Phylloscopus collybita
Phylloscopus trochilus
Cyanistes caeruleus
Parus major
Aegithalos caudatus
Fringilla coelebs
Pyrrhula pyrrhula
Carduelis carduelis
Turdus merula
Turdus viscivorus
Turdus philomelos
Turdus iliacus
Erithacus rubecula
Prunella modularis
Passer domesticus
Troglodytes troglodytes
Sitta europaea

Activity

Flying Over
Singing Male
Flying Over
Flying Over
Singing
Singing
Singing
Singing
Singing

Male
Male
Male
Male
Male

Singing Male

Singing Male
Singing Male
Singing Male
21/10/2015
Singing Male
Singing Male
Singing Male

Appendix 5 – Phase 1 Habitat Survey

Dominant Species Codes
Ap – Sycamore
Bet – Birch
Cav - Hazel
Cm – Hawthorn
Fe – Ash
FJ – Japanese Knotweed
Fs – Beech
Hl – Yorkshire Fog
Ig – Himalayan Balsam
Qu – Oak
Rf – Bramble
Sx – Willow spp
Sxcp – Goat Willow
Tv – Common Lime

Appendix 6 – National Vegetation Classification W10
Pedunculate Oak – Bracken – Bramble Woodland
This is the typical woodland of base poor lowland woodland ie neutral to acid woodlands. Characteristic species of
the canopy are oak and birch usually pedunculate oak and silver birch but sessile oak or downy birch can be present
as can the hybrids that occur between both oaks and both birch. Ash is the commonest secondary element of the
canopy with alder present in wetter areas.
The shrub layer and secondary canopy is usually fairly open and characterised by rowan, holly, hazel and elder.
Guelder rose can be present in wetter areas as can bird cherry and crab apple. Honeysuckle and ivy are also typical
species.
Ground flora is usually a mosaic of patches dominated by one main species, such as bluebell, bramble, bracken and
creeping soft grass. Broad-leaved buckler fern can also be abundant as can lesser celandine and wood anemone in
damper areas and wood sorrel in free draining more acid areas.
Other ground flora species commonly found in W10 around Greater Manchester include remote sedge, red campion,
enchanters nightshade, wood avens, greater stitchwort, yellow pimpernel and herb Robert with opposite leaved
golden saxifrage, pendulous sedge, and great wood-rush along brooks and flushes.

