
Hough Hall, Moston 
To be ignorant of what occurred before you were born is to remain 

always a child. For what is the worth of human life, unless it is 

woven into the life of our ancestors by the records of history ? 
 

 

Cicero (106-43 BC), Roman philosopher. 
 

 
 

Hough Hall, 19th century etching (courtesy of Manchester Free Public Libraries). 
 

We urge government - Manchester City Council & English Heritage / Historic England & Depts. of Culture / Education -  

to save this early 17th century Grade II listed building by upgrading, restoring & repurposing it as 

Hough Hall Free Public Library Museum 
Irk Valley North Manchester cultural heritage centre & community café 
- a preliminary local community proposal: the 6,000 people who supported a campaign to save 

this building want their history / cultural heritage to be acknowledged, appreciated & celebrated. 
 

Hough Hall is situated on high ground between Boggart Hole Clough, quarter of a mile to the north, & Moston 

Brook, half a mile to the south. Boggart Hole Clough Brook & Moston Brook flow into the River Irk. At the Irk’s 

confluence with the River Irwell, in central Manchester, stands Chetham’s Library, established in 1653, the oldest 

public library in Britain / the first free public library in the English-speaking world (www.library.chethams.com). 

 

Today, 368 years later (about the same age as Hough Hall), in 2021, Hough Hall 

Free Public Library Museum should be established in the Middle Irk Valley 

emulating Chetham’s Library in the Lower Irk Valley, inspiring & facilitating 

knowledge & learning in North Manchester to belatedly begin catching up with the 

cultural level of South Manchester with its two universities etc.   

 

Boggart Hole Clough Ancient Woodland Park Biodiversity Health Centre & 

Hough Hall Free Public Library Museum Cultural Heritage Centre - twin drivers 

rejuvenating the Irk Valley’s / North Manchester’s biological / ecological / 

educational / environmental / industrial / mental / social health. 
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Hough Hall, Moston 
There is no darkness but ignorance 
says The Fool in ‘Twelfth Night’ by William Shakespeare (1564-1616). 
 

 
 

Photo above, taken 13.3.2021, shows Hough Hall, quarter of a mile south of 

Boggart Hole Clough, in Moston, Irk Valley North Manchester. 
 

Hough Hall is an early 17th century, Grade II listed building. 
 

Manchester City Council & English Heritage / Historic England are responsible 

for protecting the historic environment & preserving listed buildings.  
 

Despite 6,000 people supporting a campaign to save Hough Hall, Manchester 

City Council & English Heritage / Historic England have done nothing. 
                               

Malign neglect, as if government is deliberately erasing our history, 

vandalizing our culture ! 

www.boggart.org.uk ~ https://boggartholeclough.wordpress.com 

www.facebook.com/boggart.org.uk 
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We urge government to stop this cultural decay 

by restoring & repurposing this building as 

Hough Hall Free Public Library Museum, 

Irk Valley North Manchester Cultural Heritage 

Centre & Community Café - see page above & pages below. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.boggart.org.uk/
https://boggartholeclough.wordpress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/boggart.org.uk


Hough Hall, Moston 
                                                                                                                                                 

 

 

                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1218710   
 

Below on this page (3) are quotes from above website link, courtesy of Historic England - 
 

This copy shows the entry on 08-Apr-2021 at 16:35:52 .. HOUGH HALL .. Heritage Category: Listed Building; 

Grade: II; List Entry Number: 1218710; Date first listed: 03-Oct-1974; Date of most recent amendment: 06-Jun-1994. 

Statutory Address: HOUGH HALL, HOUGH HALL ROAD .. The building or site itself may lie within the boundary 

of more than one authority. District: Manchester (Metropolitan Authority). 

National Grid Reference: SD 86716 01857 .. 
 

Farmhouse, now offices. Probably early C17; altered.  
 

Timber frame on stone plinth, with brick infilling partly rendered and all painted white; roof part slate and part 

corrugated asbestos sheet. Irregular L-shaped plan formed by 3-bay main range on east-west axis with short gabled 

projections to the north side of the centre and east bays, and a 2-bay crosswing at the east end projecting to the south.  
 

Two storeys; 3-bay north elevation with small central gable flanked by large wing gables; high stone plinth; exposed 

wall posts, intermediate posts and rails with angle braces, mostly of light scantling except in the centre where the 

timber appears to be applied, including a king-post gable truss with raked struts, whereas the wings have collars and 

raked struts. The left gable has an inserted doorway to the right, a small 4-pane sashed window above this, and a gable 

chimney; the centre has one altered window on each floor; and the right-hand gable has a 4-light casement at ground 

floor and an altered window above. The east side (to the street) is stepped in at the gable end, has coupled altered 

windows at ground floor and a pair of 2-light casements at 1st floor with leaded glazing, a narrow 2-storey gabled 

porch to the left with a doorway at ground floor and a small 2-light casement at 1st floor, and a large external chimney 

stack attached to the left of the porch. The rear of the main range has irregular framing making three wide bays, with 

various altered or inserted windows, and a doorway to the 3rd bay with studded batten-and-board door; the south end 

of the wing has been rebuilt in brick, painted in imitation of timber-framing.  
 

Interior: 3 structural bays with exposed wall-posts and principal-rafter roof trusses with raked struts and wind-braces 

to the purlins; C17 stop-chamfered ceiling beams and joists; 3rd bay altered as galleried entrance hall, probably in 

C19, with C17-style dog-legged staircase and C17-style muntin-and-rail panelling; similar 

panelling on both floors of centre bay; stone chamber fireplace in wing ..  
 

The contents of this record have been generated from a legacy data system. Legacy System 

number: 388193; Legacy System: LBS. Legal. This building is listed under the Planning 

(Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended for its special architectural 

or historic interest.  
 

End of official listing. 
 

Friends of Boggart Hole Clough / Peter F. Milner, 2.7.2021: Hough Hall, Moston - revolutionizing our history                                                                                 Page 3 

Photo shows 

Hough Hall 

circa 1900 

(courtesy of 

Manchester 

Free Public 

Libraries). 

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1218710


Hough Hall, Moston 
 

 
 

“Hough Hall is not on the Heritage at Risk Register .. [because] it does not meet the criteria. To be considered 

for inclusion on the Register, buildings .. must be .. a grade I or II* listed building, or a grade II listed building in 

London ..” writes a ‘Heritage at Risk Surveyor’ from Historic England in 13.4.2021 email - see screenshot above. 
 

So North Manchester’s architectural heritage is left to decay due to arbitrary bureaucratic ‘criteria’ - Grade II 

listed buildings in London are important; Grade II listed buildings elsewhere are not important ! 
 

London-centric bias - inequitable, prejudiced, unjust, egregious, indefensible. 
 

Historic England declares at bottom of screenshot email that it’s a “public body that helps people care for, enjoy 

and celebrate England’s spectacular historic environment ..”  
 

Clearly this is not true, for North Manchester; we’ve been excluded from any such help from the-powers-that-be. 
 

 

 

Photo shows  

Hough Hall 

circa 1900 

(courtesy of 

Manchester 

Free Public 

Libraries). 
 

 

 
 

Friends of Boggart Hole Clough / Peter F. Milner, 2.7.2021: Hough Hall, Moston - revolutionizing our history                                                                                 Page 4 



Hough Hall, Moston 
 

Below on this page (5) are quotes from two articles by Leigh Banks published in 2020, 

courtesy of the Leigh G. Banks Preservation Society - 
 

Quotes from 1st article, published 3.5.2020: https://leighgbankspreservationsociety.blog/the-artist-and-the-

sadness-behind-the-marie-celeste-mansion/ 
 

.. Martine .. had originally called us because she feared for her brother, Roger Barnard, after it was revealed his 

historic home, Hough Hall in Moston, North Manchester, had become a ‘Marie Celeste’ mansion. It has been 

abandoned for almost 20 years. 
 

Martine .. saw an internet video .. showing the interior of Hough Hall, her brother’s ancient Grade II listed home 

in a down-trodden suburb. She was devastated to see his belongings, including art works and his library of books, 

rotting away. And she was ‘heart-broken’ when she spotted treasured family heirlooms overturned and her 

brothers out-of-date passport on a kitchen table .. 
 

Roger, in his late 60s, had moved to a terraced house very near to the hall he bought in 2005 shortly after his 

wife, Heather, became seriously ill. The couple left much of their furniture in the hall because their new home 

was too small to accommodate it .. 
 

The couple [Roger Barnard & Heather Mawhinney] had grand plans for [Hough Hall], immersing themselves in 

the local community and holding open days at their ancient home. Heather was a member of the Friends of 

Boggart Hole Clough, a sprawling park ten minutes walk from Hough Hall .. A report in the Manchester Evening 

News in 2005 said; “Hough Hall in Moston opened its doors to the public on Saturday, welcoming visitors of all 

ages to see inside its Tudor interior and grounds for themselves” .. 
 

Then personal tragedy struck and Roger and Heather to all intents and purposes vanished and the hall was 

abandoned .. 

 

Quotes from 2nd article, published 5.12.2020: https://leighgbankspreservationsociety.blog/how-mad-chester-

gave-up-on-the-ghost-of-an-artists-500-year-old-house-of-memories/ 
 

.. Hough Hall has been sold for development, bulldozing the hopes of so many that this once beautiful and 

evocative .. old farmhouse could be saved from the trammels of progress and the government’s demand for more 

and more housing .. 
 

Yet, thousands of Mostonians last year demanded it was rescued. More than 6,000 residents supported a campaign 

to stop the Grade II listed building vanishing .. Nobody with any power listened. And the secretive owner of 

Hough Hall .. was too ill to do anything about it .. 
 

It is a Tardis of the history of Moston, once a thriving mill and brick-making area - a place known too for its linen 

and lace making, dye works, tanneries, print works and breweries..  
 

Last year the campaign caused so much interest in Moston that the original story by journalist Leigh G Banks 

was banned by Facebook for over-sharing. Despite the interest though, Manchester City Council said at the time 

there was nothing they could do to protect near-derelict Hough Hall. And, shockingly Historic England, which 

curates the UK’s history, referred Leigh back to the council when they were approached 

for help. 
 

The early 17th century hall is listed .. Yet it has been left to decay .. 
 

This is what a spokesperson for the city council had to say: “As the property is privately 

owned, it is out of our jurisdiction.” However, surprisingly, an Historic England 

spokesperson said: “Close contact with the local authority is vital at all times ..”  
 

.. Moston and Manchester .. history, memory .. our heritage .. 
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Hough Hall, Moston 
 

 
 

The photo above, emailed to FoBHC, shows Manchester City Council notice, dated 23.2.2021, which 

was pinned to door of Hough Hall. The tops of chimney stacks were subsequently 

removed which must have “appeared .. in such a state .. as to be dangerous .. and 

immediate action had to be taken to remove the danger ..” 
 

This attritional, destructive process whereby various parts of Hough Hall appear in 

such a state .. as to be dangerous requiring action .. to remove the danger could 

continue, as perhaps intended, until the Hall is completely demolished. 
 

Friends of Boggart Hole Clough / Peter F. Milner, 2.7.2021: Hough Hall, Moston - revolutionizing our history                                                                                 Page 6 



Hough Hall, Moston 
 

 
 

Land for sale £250,000 Hough Hall, Hough Hall Road, Manchester.. Key features GRADE 2 LISTED BUILDING 

- BUILDING & LAND - INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY - 1,864 SQ M - POPULAR LOCATION .. estate agents are 

pleased to bring to the market this incredible unique grade 2 listed building with Tudor Style features and land .. 

A small part in the North West corner of the site is occupied by Hough Hall. This is a period grade 2 listed 

building with Tudor Style features and clearly has a lot of historic features but is now presented in a dilapidated 

condition .. The property is sold on an unconditional basis only however, potential buyers may wish to consider 

a range of opportunities for development of the land and Hough Hall itself .. Whilst the site and buildings could 

well lend themselves to commercial uses a residential scheme may be possible with the refurbishment and 

development of Hough Hall to comprise a number of self-contained flats with the remainder of the site lending 

itself to a new build opportunity for a number of dwellings. Buyers are deemed to rely on their own enquiries 

with regard to development and permissions required however, these details do show how a scheme may look 

incorporating new build and conversion of Hough Hall to create 12 houses and six flats and may wish to utilise 

this as an idea to take forward for initial pre application planning advice .. 
  

Listing History Added on Rightmove: 01 April 2021 .. sold 04 March 2020 Hough Hall for £150,000 .. 
 

Above: screenshot (cropped) & quotes taken 1.7.2021 from: https://www.rightmove.co.uk/commercial-property-

for-sale/property-90331648.html This shows an estate agency promoting the “development of Hough Hall to 

comprise a number of self-contained flats” - i.e. likely gutting the building of most of its heritage value. It shows 

property was bought 4.3.2020 for £150,000 & now, 16 months later, its up for sale for £250,000 - i.e. someone 

hopes to pocket £100,000 for doing nothing except allowing the building to deteriorate.  
 

Hough Hall is treated as nothing more than another commodity, a plaything, for gambling 

speculation in the private property market casino. And further exploitation is advised by 

stuffing the site with as many residential units as possible to maximize profits. 
 

This shameless, unscrupulous profiteering shows callous disregard for North Manchester, 

for our history, identity, memory - i.e. our sociocultural / psychological well-being. 
 
Friends of Boggart Hole Clough / Peter F. Milner, 2.7.2021: Hough Hall, Moston - revolutionizing our history                                                                                 Page 7 

https://www.rightmove.co.uk/commercial-property-for-sale/property-90331648.html
https://www.rightmove.co.uk/commercial-property-for-sale/property-90331648.html


Hough Hall, Moston 
 

The most effective way to destroy people is to deny and    

  obliterate their own understanding of their history 
 

Attributed to George Orwell (1903-1950), author of The Road to Wigan Pier and 1984. 
 

 

Hough Hall, photo taken 27.3.2021. 
 

Hough Hall, North Manchester’s oldest building, should be treated consciously & rationally as permanent 

communal property & conserved for future generations. 
 

This requires government intervention. Local authorities can take action to ‘secure repair’ when it becomes 

evident that a building is being allowed to deteriorate. Furthermore, local authorities have powers to ‘compulsory 

purchase’ buildings. 
 

Therefore, we urge Manchester City Council (MCC) to repair Hough Hall (immediately restoring its roof) & to 

compulsory purchase the building & site. 
 

We call on English Heritage / Historic England & Central Government Departments of Culture / Education to 

support this plan of action by funding Hough Hall’s full restoration. 
 

FoBHC will inform as many people as possible, especially local people, about this initiative / proposal, including 

Councillors, Mayors & MPs, not forgetting English Heritage / Historic England & Central Government 

Departments of Culture / Education. 
 

Charlestown Ward MCC Councillor Hannah Priest recently suggested Clayton Hall living history museum, as a 

good model for Hough Hall’s future (www.claytonhall.org). Certainly, Clayton 

Hall, situated 2 miles away in the Medlock Valley, is a good example of what can 

be achieved. However, our favoured model & inspiration is Chetham’s Library, 

the oldest public library in Britain / the first free public library in the English-

speaking world, situated in the Irk Valley downstream from Boggart Hole Clough 

(www.library.chethams.com) - see page 1 above. 
 

We are reaching out from Boggart Hole Clough Ancient Woodland to try to help 

this nearby Ancient Building survive & thrive, to begin reversing North 

Manchester’s pervasive cultural decline or, more comprehensively: pervasive 

biological / ecological / psychological / social decay, deterioration, deprivation. 
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Hough Hall, Moston 
 

The email below will be sent later today, 2.7.2021. 
  

Hough Hall, Manchester, a Grade II listed building in a dire state of disrepair 
 

To: Hannah Priest, Charlestown Councillor, Manchester City Council. 
 

Copied to: 38 people / organizations including some Councillors, Mayors, MPs, Secretaries of State, 

CEOs, Librarians, University Lecturers, Local Community Groups & Media [for full list of 

addressees, see next page]. 
 

Blind Carbon Copied (to protect their privacy) to: 129 people including Friends of Boggart Hole 

Clough (FoBHC). 
 

Hannah, 
 

Friends of Boggart Hole Clough are reaching out, quarter of a mile to the south of our Ancient 

Woodland, to the early 17th century Hough Hall, to try to help this Ancient Building survive & thrive. 
 

Please see attached PDF: Hough Hall, Moston - revolutionizing our history (FoBHC, 2.7.2021), a 

preliminary local community proposal to create Hough Hall Free Public Library Museum - Irk 

Valley North Manchester cultural heritage centre & community café. 
 

Further to our discussion 12.6.2021 at Boggart Hole Clough Lakeside, your reference to Clayton 

Hall is included in this paper on page 8. 
 

We hope you approve this restoration / recovery initiative & will lead the project forwards to 

fulfillment.    
 

This email is copied to others, as noted above, & we’ll subsequently forward it to more individuals 

& organizations, with the intention of garnering their support for this initiative.  
 

We look forward to hearing from you. 
 

Peter.  
 

P. F. Milner, Admin, Friends of Boggart Hole Clough, 01612035009. 

www.facebook.com/boggart.org.uk ~ www.boggart.org.uk ~ 

https://boggartholeclough.wordpress.com 
 

This email has been Blind Carbon Copied to most recipients in order 

to protect their privacy. We hope you are happy to receive emails 

from FoBHC informing you about matters related to Boggart Hole 

Clough. But if you no longer wish to receive such emails, please let 

us know by emailing the sender (peterfmilner@hotmail.com) & 

your details will be deleted from FoBHC’s contact list.  

 

 

See next page for list of email addressees. 
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Hough Hall, Moston 
 

Hough Hall, Manchester, a Grade II listed building in a dire state of disrepair 
titled email, set out on previous page (9), will be sent by Peter Milner (peterfmilner@hotmail.com), Administrator 

of the Friends of Boggart Hole Clough, later today (2.7.2021) to the following people / organizations, email 

addresses included - 
 

To:  

Hannah Priest, Charlestown Councillor, Manchester City Council (MCC), cllr.hannah.priest@manchester.gov.uk 
 

Copied to:  

Julie Connolly, Moston Councillor, MCC, cllr.julie.connolly@manchester.gov.uk 

Paula Appleby, Moston Councillor, MCC, cllr.paula.appleby@manchester.gov.uk 

Yasmine Dar, Moston Councillor, MCC, cllr.yasmine.dar@manchester.gov.uk  

Joanne Green, Harpurhey Councillor, MCC, cllr.joanne.green@manchester.gov.uk 

Pat Karney, Harpurhey Councillor, MCC, cllr.pat.karney@manchester.gov.uk  

Sandra Collins, Harpurhey Councillor, MCC, cllr.sandra.collins@manchester.gov.uk  

Basil Curley, Charlestown Councillor, MCC, cllr.basil.curley@manchester.gov.uk  

Veronica Kirkpatrick, Charlestown Councillor, MCC, cllr.veronica.kirkpatrick@manchester.gov.uk 

Richard Leese, Crumpsall Councillor, Leader of MCC, cllr.richard.leese@manchester.gov.uk  

Fiaz Riasat, Crumpsall Councillor, MCC, cllr.fiaz.riasat@manchester.gov.uk 

Nasrin Ali, Crumpsall Councillor, MCC, cllr.nasrin.ali@manchester.gov.uk 

John Farrell, Higher Blackley Councillor, MCC, cllr.john.farrell@manchester.gov.uk 

Paula Sadler, Higher Blackley Councillor, MCC, cllr.paula.sadler@manchester.gov.uk 

Shelley Lanchbury, Higher Blackley Councillor, MCC, cllr.shelley.lanchbury@manchester.gov.uk 

Tracey Rawlins, Executive Member for the Environment, MCC, cllr.tracey.rawlins@manchester.gov.uk  

Rabnawaz Akbar, Executive Member for Neighbourhoods, MCC, cllr.rabnawaz.akbar@manchester.gov.uk  

Joanna Midgley, Executive Member for Health & Care, MCC, cllr.joanna.midgley@manchester.gov.uk  

Tommy Judge, Lord Mayor, MCC, cllr.tommy.judge@manchester.gov.uk  

Andy Burnham, Mayor of Greater Manchester, GM Combined Authority, planningandhousing@greatermanchester-

ca.gov.uk, engagement@greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk  

Graham Stringer, MP for Blackley & Broughton, graham.stringer.mp@parliament.uk   

Oliver Dowden, MP, Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, oliver.dowden.mp@parliament.uk  

Gavin Williamson, MP, Secretary of State for Education, gavin.williamson.mp@parliament.uk  

Kate Mavor, Chief Executive Officer, English Heritage, customercare@english-heritage.org.uk  

Duncan Wilson, Chief Executive Officer, Historic England, customers@historicengland.org.uk 

Karen Heverin, Heritage at Risk Surveyor, North West Region, Historic England, 

karen.heverin@historicengland.org.uk 

Neil Henshaw, Building Control Surveyor, MCC, neil.henshaw@manchester.gov.uk  
Fergus Wilde, Senior Librarian, Chetham’s Library, fwilde@chethams.org.uk 

Jane Muskett, Archivist, Chetham’s Library, archivist@chethams.org.uk  

Steven Hurst, Head of Department of History, Politics & Philosophy (DHPP), Manchester Metropolitan University 

(MMU), s.hurst@mmu.ac.uk  

Ben Edwards, Reader in Heritage & Archaeology, DHPP, MMU, b.edwards@mmu.ac.uk 

Faye Sayer, Reader in Public History & Community Archaeology, DHPP, MMU, f.sayer@mmu.ac.uk 

Boggart Hole Clough & David Lewis Rec Stakeholders Group, 

boggart.rec@gmail.com 

North City Community Action Group, northcitycommunityactiongroup@yahoo.co.uk  

Moston Residents Association, office.nephra@gmail.com 

Harpurhey Neighbourhood Project, harpurhey@aol.com 

Charlestown Community Action Group, charlestowncag@outlook.com  

BBC News, haveyoursay@bbc.co.uk 

Manchester Evening News, newsdesk@men-news.co.uk 
 

Blind Carbon Copied (to protect their privacy) to: 

129 people including Friends of Boggart Hole Clough. 
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Hough Hall, Moston 
 

                                  
 

 

                                      
 

 

                                  

 

2000 Boggart Hole Clough Community Action Trust (BHCCAT) founded. 

2002 Ancient Woodland Conservation Management begins. 

2004 BHCCAT Free Natural History Walks begin. 

2005 All Abilities Cycling on the Athletics Track begins. 

2005 BHCCAT website begins - www.boggart.org.uk - now containing above PDFs, among many others. 

2009 Lakeside Café reopens after refurbishment (closed since 2006). 

2015 BHCCAT changes name to Friends of Boggart Hole Clough (FoBHC). 

2015 FoBHC Facebook page begins - www.facebook.com/boggart.org.uk 

2020 FoBHC emblem, incorporating new rubric, created. 

2020 FoBHC Forest Planet City paper begins unfolding. 
 

FoBHC works in association with, among others, Manchester City Council. 
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Hough Hall, Moston 
 

 
Hough Hall, photo taken 23.6.2021. 

 

We are on guard against contagious diseases of the body, 

but we are .. careless when it comes to the even more 

dangerous collective diseases of the mind .. When a living 

organism is cut off from its roots, it loses a connection with 

the foundation of its existence & must necessarily perish .. 
 

Quotes from The Earth has a Soul and Aion by Carl Gustav Jung (1875-1961). 

www.boggart.org.uk ~ https://boggartholeclough.wordpress.com 

www.facebook.com/boggart.org.uk 
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We urge government to begin ending decay 

& deprivation by restoring & repurposing this 

building as Hough Hall Free Public 

Library Museum, Irk Valley North 

Manchester Cultural Heritage Centre & 

Community Café - please see pages above. 
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Hough Hall, Moston  
_ 

_ 
 

Below on this page, two emails amongst others received responding to FoBHC’s 2.7.2021 email - see page 9 above. 
_ 

_ 
 

 
 
_ 

_ 

_ 
_ 

 

 
_ 

_ 

_ 
_ 

_ 

_ 
_ 
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Hough Hall, Moston  
 

Putting the Cart before the Horse 
 

“.. the first step for any future plans will be to thoroughly research the building ..” wrote 

Councillor Hannah Priest in 12.7.2021 email re Hough Hall - see page 13 above. 
 

This is putting the cart before the horse. The ‘first step’ is for Manchester City Council to “secure 

repair” of Hough Hall, which it has powers to do, by immediately re-roofing the building. 
 

This should ensure there is still a building left for us all “to thoroughly research ..” 

 

Photo above right, taken 12.8.2021, shows Hough Hall falling to pieces, as if being deliberately, 

incrementally, wrecked. Close-up detail of same photo shows Hall’s northwest corner. 
 

Below, 19th century etching of Hough Hall, courtesy of Manchester Free Public Libraries. Close-

up detail of etching shows a horse & cart drawn up beside Hough Hall whilst the driver is leaning 

down chatting with a farmer standing with a pitchfork. 
 

North Manchester residents do not want to lose this oldest architectural remnant of their local 

historical environment. 
 

Hough Hall - an amazing heritage asset - apparently being deliberately disappeared. By whom ? 

Who is responsible ? 
 

North Manchester councillors, Please ‘secure repair’ of Hough Hall before it is too late ! 
 

             
_ 

 
This page above presents 13.8.2021 post on our Facebook page - www.facebook.com/boggart.org.uk 
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Hough Hall, Moston  
 

Precedents 
 

“.. you would need to identify some precedents that could serve as a ‘model’ for the plan. The Chetham’s Library 

‘model’ isn’t really relevant here, as the library has never been in public ownership ..” wrote Councillor Hannah Priest 

in 12.7.2021 email re Hough Hall - see page 13 above. 
 

What more appropriate building than Hough Hall, North Manchester’s oldest building, with which to create the 

precedent of taking an Ancient Building into public ownership !  
 

However, its unnecessary for Hough Hall to create such a precedent as Manchester City Council (MCC) already owns 

two Ancient Halls, obtained in two different ways. 

 

In 1897, MCC bought Clayton Hall - 2nd photo above, taken 18.8.2018; www.claytonhall.org (In 1902, MCC bought 

Heaton Hall, but its not so Ancient, built 1789).   
 

In 1926, MCC was gifted Wythenshawe Hall - 3rd photo above, courtesy www.wythenshawehall.com  
 

While “Chetham’s Library .. has never been in public ownership” it is a ‘model’ for us by creating the vital precedent 

of becoming, in 1653, the first free public library in the English-speaking world. 4th photo above, courtesy 

www.library.chethams.com (Chetham’s, situated beside the River Irk, is 3 miles downstream from Boggart Hole 

Brook).            
 

Effectively, becoming the First Free Public Library in the English-speaking World created the precedent of public 

ownership of knowledge & learning, precursor of the present education / library system.  
 

In 1919, the Forestry Commission was formed, expansion & public ownership of many of Britain’s forests, another 

unprecedented step (Boggart Hole Clough Ancient Woodland is a rare remnant of the original forest which once 

covered the country). 
 

In 1946, the NHS was formed, expansion & public ownership of health care, yet another unprecedented step (Booth 

Hall Children’s Hospital, opened 1908 as a ‘Poor Law Infirmary’, was situated in the Boggart Hole Brook Basin; 

protests were unable to stop 2009 profit-motivated closure of this pioneering facility & its subsequent demolition).  
 

And, “The Labour Party .. elected in 1945 .. by 1950 had passed legislation which transferred the ownership of the 

Bank of England, the coal industry, the telecommunications industry, the transport industries, the energy supply 

industries & the steel industry from the private sector to the public sector ..” From 

https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-8325/  
 

Clearly, there are many precedents for transferring assets / property into public ownership & we continue urging MCC 

to ‘compulsorily purchase’ Hough Hall & in partnership with Central Government (Historic England etc) to restore & 

repurpose this Ancient Building as, a preliminary proposal, Hough Hall Free Public Library Museum & Community 

Café, Irk Valley / North Manchester Cultural Heritage Centre.  
 

Indeed, what could be more appropriate than ‘listed’ early 17th century Hough Hall (located a quarter mile south of 

the Clough) with which to begin unprecedentedly extending public ownership to include all land, buildings, forests, 

ecological educational health industrial services, production - the whole economy, the Earth - to ensure its conscious 

& rational treatment as permanent communal property benefitting everyone ? 
 

1st photo above, taken 9.10.2021, shows Hough Hall, in a dire condition. 
 

Unprecedentedness - moving again towards universal well-being.              
 

This page above presents 13.10.2021 post on our Facebook page - www.facebook.com/boggart.org.uk 
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